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PREFACE. 


Review of the Bible, if not equal- 

ly neceſſary with that of our 
Liturgy, is certainly in a great meaſure 
ſo; it being little leſs abſurd to be- 
lieve the Miſtakes of Tranſlators, or 
the Enthuſiaſm of the firſt Compilers. 
of the Canon of Scripture, as the Dic- 
tates of the Holy Spirit, than it is to, 
addreſs the Almighty in a Manner 
unbecoming ſo near an Approach to 
the Divine Majeſty. 
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Tho theſe have long been the Au- 
thors private Sentiments, the follow- 
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ing Diſſertation took its Riſe from the 


firſt Appearance of the Candid D1/- 
quiſitions ; it having been thought, 
that if that Defign” had been carried 


into Execution, it would have indu- 


ced a further Inquiry, i in which it was 
hoped theſe Papers might be & ſomeé 
Service. But the Coldneſs with which 
the Deſign of thoſe worthy Men, who 
engag d in the Cauſe of a Review, 
was receiv d by, thoſe, who alone had 
it in their Power to give a Sanctien 
to it, would certainly | have condermny d | 


S\ #© #3 


tor of We Conduct, bad he not. 
thought it the Cauſe of Truth, and. 


therefore to be purſued, however 


hopeleſs of Succes ; bad be not. 
FLOG it the Cauſe, of God and 
Revelation, and conke quently his 
Duty, to ſtand up for it, though; th 
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whole World ſhould be? Ge it. 
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- . 


Fearleſs of the Event, as having no- 


thing but Truth in view, he calls | 
upon the Public for an impartial . 
. Conſideration ; and regardleſs of Cen- 


ſure, as conſcious of the Uprightneſs 
of his Intentions, he is prepar'd for, 
and muſt deſpiſe whatever Odium 
may be rais d upon this Occaſion. A 
free and candid Reply will be treat- 
ed with Seriouſneſs and Candor; but 
all Charges of Infidelity, with the 


mean Inſinuations of thoſe, qui, niſi 


quod ipſi faciunt, nihil rectum pu- 


tant, will meet with the only Return 
they merit—Contempt and Neglect. 


But he hopes better things from the 
preſent Age, who may juſtly boaſt of 
keeping their Minds more open to 
Conviction than their Fathers did, and 
who have favourably receiv d many free 


Reſearches that would not have been 


ſo.well digeſted ſome Ages paſt. 
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DISSERTATION 


SONG or SOLOMON, _ 


given by Inſpiration of God, and is profita» 
ble for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Correc- 
tion, for Inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs [1] — and as 
ſuch, it is undoubtedly entitled to a ſerious Peruſal. 
But even omitting to, conſider it in that amiable 
Light, it comes recommended to us with ſo many 
ſhining Advantages, as muſt infallibly place it in 
our Eſteem infinitely above any thing of mere hu- 
. man Compoſition, For it is not only calculated for 
our Improvement as reaſonable Creatures, but for 
our Entertainment too, and will be found upon an 
exact Scrutiny to contribute no leſs to the forming 
our Taſte, than it does our Morals, Elegance of 
Diction, manly Senſe, and affecting Reaſoning 


Li] 2 Tim. ii. 16. 


T HE Apoſtle tells us, that all Scripture is 


A 2 | ſtrike 


. 
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ſtrike us at every Period ; and the ſincere Believer, 

with a grateful Senſe of the ineſtimable Bleſſing, 

ſtands aſtoniſh'd 2 the — _of that God, 
TIE TE III 


tion of the wonderful Manner in which they are 
deliver'd. 
If this then be juſt, not to have a ſincere Value. 


for the inſpir'd Writings would not only prove a 


Man's Want of Chriſtianity, but his Want of Rea- 
ng antyTuſt oO, wound wt Sr Ex- 
epUOh- . his Principles, 8 a em 
Houſhold of Faith, oe to his Character likewiſe, 
as a Gentleman or a Scholar. Thus far, I think, 
is undeniable. But then it may reaſonably be 
aſked, la is Scripture, or. which are the in- 
ſpired, 2 A 1 be Sa upon him to 
refolve U. and conſequently. to ſettle 
the Cur of Scripture, mult candidly acknow- *' 
ledge, that every thing is not to be receiv'd as 
_ — that the Proofs that are brought in ſupport 
any Writings, that lay Claim to this. illuſtri 
So cg it Ty reaſonably be expected foul be 
clear and convincing -- that the propereſt C 
of fuch Pretenders to this Place in our Eſteer 
the manifeſt Defign with which the oY wete ide 
the evident Tendency of the Subject-Matter of 


them, and their Uſefulneſs to form our Manners, 


to eſtabliſh our Faith, or to fix, and aſcertam' any 
other Poihts, that may be of Conſequence to the 
Chriſtian World. It cannot, I think, de juſtly 
denied, that, beſides the Ceftainty that particular 
Books were wrote by the Authors to whom 


are uſually attributed, theſe Things alſo are n 
ary to ſatisfy us, that they came from God, and 
that they are the Revelation of his Will to us. 
And it is certain too, that, for Want of thofe rea- 
ſonable Criteria, ſeveral Writings have very de- 


ſervedly been rejected by our Church from her 


Canon 
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Canon of Scripture; and ranked among the Num- 
ber of Apocrypha, which'tho Church of Rome hack 
not heſitated receiving, as equally authentic with 
the reſt, and bearing all the Marks of divine In. 
ſpiration. That our Church has done right in 
acting in this Manner ſew of her Sens will, I be- 
eve, deny, or that the Caution, with which ſhe 
recei vd any thing as ſent from God, highly became 
thoſe, :who were not willing to be impos d upon 
in a Matter of ſo near Concernment, or to- receive 
the Traditions of Men as the Oracles of the living 
God. Whether, when ſhe) was thus wiſely em: 
ployed in examining, and rejecting the various 
Claims of the ſeveral Pretenders ta the Character 
of Inſpiration, the Manus expurgatoria might not 
have been ſtill further extended, is a Point, that 
demands a feripus Conſideration. And whoever 
ſets out upon fo neceſſary an Inquiry, will have 
ſufficient: to urge in excuſe for the Liberty he takes 
in doing ſo, in tharivis enjoin'd by God himfelt, as 
well zot to add to the Ward, . which be commands, as 
not to diminiſh ought- from it [2] — this Injung- 
tion is eviciently as reaſonable, when applied to 
any other of the inſpir d Writings, as it is to the 
Law of Muſes, and e e is 4 _ 


X Now | it is certain, chat, of the Books our — 
-hath at preſent admitted into her Canon of | 
ture, all give not alike. Satisfaction to the ſtudious 
Inquirers after Revelation, and zealous Ad vocatas 
for it; and it is notorious too, that the 
of one of them has not only beeu frequently qua- 
ſtion' d, but that it has been Matter of Offence, and 
ſtill continues to be ſo, to many ſerious and well - 
meaning Chriſtians. Not even the illuſtrious Nante 
ha ah gs ER to hoe hes n n W l 
ö | 0 i 121 30 
fa] ng is, 2 | 
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s _ A'DISSERTATION oN | 
it from Cenſure, or to fix it in the ſame Degree of 
Eſteem with the reſt of his Writings ; and while 
the Proverbs, and Ecclefiaſtes, from the Wiſdom 
and Piety they breathe; have on all Hands been 
allow'd to merit the Rank hold in the inſpir'd 
Volumes, the SONG OF SONGS (tho' a 
beautiful Piece of Antiquity). hath been look'd 
upon as unworthy a Place , and it hath been 

to reflect not a little upon the Judgment of 
thoſe, who at firſt inſerted it, and have ſince by 
their Explications endeavour'd to eſtabliſh it in the 
ſame Credit with the reſt of Scripture Whether 
Offence has. been juſtly taken at ſeeing this Piece of 
Solomon's admitted into our Bible, or whether they 
have been deſervedly cenſur'd, who have contri- 
buted to it by their forc'd Interpretations, is the 
Buſineſs of this Diſſertation to inquire 3 and if a 
Chriſtian may be believed in the moſt ſolemn De- 


claration, it is not undertaken to diſcredit Revela- 


tion, but to throw a Luſtre over it: As the Artiſt 
by cutting off the irregular Parts of a Diamond, 


" gives a Poliſh and Brilliancy to the Gem. 


Now in order that the Reſult of this Inquiry 


may appear more plain and perſpicuous, it will be 
neceſſary to obſerve ſome Method; and therefore, 


that the Arguments on all Hands may appear with 


their proper Force, I propoſe to myſelf—Firſt to 
conſider the Reaſons that have been, or it ſeems 
Eine may be urg'd in favour of this Book's 


drvinely. inſpir d, and of the Interpretation 


'conſequent thereon — Secondly, to produce the 


many forcible Arguments, that lie againſt its Au- 


thority, as a Book divinely inſpir d, and conſequent- 


ly againſt the receiv'd Interpretation; and hav 
own, as I flatter myſelf I ſhall, under this Head: 


that it is not capable of any ſuch, — I ſhall then, in 
the third Place, proceed to inquire what the Song 
7 0 
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Solomon really is, ſince it has been clearly found 
not to be what many would fondly imagine it. 

But before J proceed to either of theſe Points, 
it will not be amiſs previouſly to mention the In- 


terpretation, that has been affix d to it, as the 
Weight of every thing, that is ſaid for ix, or a- 
gainſt it, will then be more eaſily obſery'd.i There 


are indeed on this Head many and various Opi- 
nions; but the moſt generally received is, that 

are not to ſtick in the primary, and — 
of this Book of Solomon, and ſo look it as no- 
thing but the fond Dictates of an earthly Paſſion; 
but we are to ſearch for a ſecondery, and a fpiritnal 


Meaning; and as the mutual Affection of Chriſt 


and his Church is frequently in other Parts of 
Scripture deſcrib'd to us by the tender, and reci- 
procal Affection of the married State, we are to con- 
ſider this Book as a myſtical Account of the ſpiritual 
Eſpouſals of Chriſt, and the Faithful, and to explain 
the ſeveral Parts of it by this Key. Or, to quote 
the Words of Piſcator, who has conciſely given 
us, what he, and thoſe, who agreed with him in 
the myſtical Interpretation, thought to be the Scope 
and Deſign of it; ¶ Liber hic continet Poema ſpirit» 
tuale de Amore inter Chriſtum et Eccleſiam, ſeu 
cœtum Fidelium: Item de Fidelium ſtatu in hac 
Vita, de illorum virtutibus, atque etiam defectibus, 
et infirmitatibus; deque ipſorum officio: Nec non 
de virtytibus et gloria Chriſti, deque beneficio ejus 
erga Fideles. Atque hæc omnia proponuntur in 
forma colloquii, in quo Chriſtus, tanquam ſponſus, 
eccleſia vero, ſeu cœtus Fidelium, tanquam illius 


ſponſa, quam amantiſſime ſuaviſſimeque collo- 


quuntur.” —— Such is the Interpretation uſually 
given it; and it juſt and ſufficient Reaſons can 
poſſibly be aſſign'd tor explaining it in this Man- 
ner, it will go far in convincing us of its divine 
Authority, as, with this Senſe ard tot, it ſeems. 
EO 4 not 
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not to be unworthy to have been wen proc upon 
Holy Spiri But if the Reaſuns given prove, 
Examination, weak, and invalid it muſt loſe 
of its Credit with us, as divinely inſpired; ſince — 
will ſtand upok'a-ſorer Baſis. On the other Dad 
if the Profs! bf its being diftared by the Holy 
Spirit are not ſatisfactory, this atid all other Inter. 
tations; but a literal one, muſt evidently appear 
red and unnatural. So that "theſe 'two Points 
muſt of neceſſiey ſtand, or fall together: 
To proceed now to cenſider the Reaſons," that 
have been, Or, it ſeems prabable, may be arp'd' in 
favour of this Book's'being: divinely inſpired: —- Ahd 
as ſuch it has been argued, that it carries with it 
evident Marks of Divine Inſpiration, that the Dig- 
nity of the Matter it contains, and the 'unequaPd 
Sublimiry df Style are convincing Proofs; that it is 
not of human Gompoſition; and conſequently that it 
muſt have been dictated by the Holy Spirit. Jam 
ſorry to ſay it, but it is true, that this is the ſtrongeſt 
Argument in its Favour, that I have been able 
with a good deal of Aſſiduity to diſcover: And 


yet how weak a one is it! For as to the Matter it 


contains; confident I am, an impartial, and umn- 
formed Reader would not be able to diſcèver any 
thing of à more exalted Nature, than the Writings 
of Virgil, or Theocritus would furniſh him with. 
Nor is it poſſible for thoſe of deeper Penetration 
wo point out any more delicate or more exalted 
Thoughts, (if they make proper Allowances for the 
difference of Genius and Climate) unleſs they have 
Recourſe to their myſtical Interpretation; and to ſup- 
poſe that, is a mere Begging the Queſtion. And as 
to the Sublimity of Style, granting it were not to — 
equal d by any uninſpir'd Writer, yet Sublimity 
Language is certainly no Proof inſpiratcn. by 


is true, it is a corroborating Evidence, but ir 


other 
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other mote poſitivye and reaſonable Evigente is 
| wanting, it-is a Proof of # fine Genius, and wothiig 


more. The!:indeed;/;ſublime' as'the Language e 


the Song of dolbmon is, (and, I oonfeſs, I am tharm'd 
with it) yet it s nothing particular. The Figures 
are bold, and ſiriking, and thoſe; who! have been 


converſant in the Writings of the Eaſtern nations, 


knom uhieit's are always fo2 It was the Genius of 
the People to write in this ſtrong and lively Man- 
ner, and ſo fine a Genius as S cbuld not pro- 
bably have wrote in any dther; at leaſt! fat" 
— he would not upon ſo pleaſing an 
ſion, as ſeems to have given Riſe to this Poem. 
It is evident then, that neither the boaſted Mats 
ter, nor Style of the Song of Solomon, amount to 
any thing =; inf Proof of its being divinely inſpirel. 
Nor is that Argument any more to the Purpoſe, 
which is brought from the Dignity and Character of 
the Author. For what tho“ Salomon once was con- 
feſſedly vir On, yet! is that a Proof, that tie 
was always ſo? Is a Man's having been once alliſt- 
ed by the Holy Spirit in the Things he wrote; k 
ſatisfactory Argument, that he was favour'd with 
the divine Direction in every thing he'tompos'd ? 
or would thoſe, who argue in this Manne have 
concluded, from his having been once rd 
with the divine Aſſiſtanee, that every thing he wrote 
in the Days of his Idolatry, and Infatuation (ſup- 
poſing any ſuch Pieces had been handed doc 8 to 
our Time) muſt have been (of whatever Nature, 
or Tendency they were) for that ſole Reaſon of the 
ſame Authority with the reſt of his Writings? 
Where we are aſſur'd an Author was once divinely 
inſpir d, if the ſame uniform Vein of Wiſdom, Piety, 
and Virtye runs thro' his ſubſequent Pieces, it ; 
but reaſonable to conclude they were dictated by on 
and the ſame Spirit. But if the Nature of his Eject 
be chang'd, it is but natural dur Reſpect ſheuld 


be. 
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be chang'd too. If an Author, from Things ex- 
alted and inſtructive, deſcends: to Levity and A- 
muſement, it is his Fault, and not ours, if, for this 
Time at leaſt, he loſe the Eſteem his former Pro- 


ductions had juſtly acquir d him. Had this Song 
of. Solomon been aſcribed to any other of the inſpir'd 


Vrriters, I am far from thinking their uſual Cha- 


racter for Inſpiration would have been ſufficient of 
itſelf to have entitled it to a Place among the ſacred 
Volumes. But as it is Solomon's, this Argument is 
ſtill of leſs Weight. For there is not perhaps in 
Hiſtory a more various Character, than his is. So 
much Wiſdom, and ſo much Folly; ſo much Piety, 
and ſo much Profaneneſs; ſo much Zeal for the 
Lord of Hoſts, and ſuch Attachment to falſe Wor- 
ſhip, never center'd in one and the fame Perſon. Is 
it then ſurpriſing, that his Character ſhould be 
t hout uniform, and that ſome of his Pieces 
ſhould breathe. nought but Wiſdom and Holineſs, 


and others nought but Love and Gallantry? 


But it is till further urg'd, that the remarkable 
Efficacy it has had, and ſtill has, upon the Hearts 
of thoſe faithful Chriſtians, who have Minds exer- 
cis'd in Virtue and true Piety, the Flame it ſtirs 

in them, the Ardor, the Ecſtaſy, the Tranſport it 
inſpires, are undeniable Evidences of its divine Au- 
thor, who in this ſingular Manner favours it with 
his Bleſſing. — Now unhappily this, like thoſe al- 
ready produc'd, is hardly the Shadow of an Argu- 
ment. For this extraordinary Efficacy is only an 


Argument to him that feels it [4], if it is one at all; 


[4] I will not urge, that of the Teſtimony of the Spirit (ſays 
Biſhop Burner, ſpeaking of the Canon of Scripture, Art. 6.) 


which many have had Recourſe to: This is only an Argumint 


te him that ficls it, if it is one at all; and therefore it proves no- 
thing to a other Perſon; beſides, the utmoſt that with Reaſon 
can be made of this is, that a good Man feeling the very power- 
ful Effects of the Chriſtian Religion on his own Heart in the re- 


and 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. i 


and therefore proves nothing to me, if I deny, (as 


I think I very honeſtly may) that I perceive any 
ſuch Warmth occaſioned by the Reading of it, 
any ſuch Ecſtaſy, any ſuch, Tranſport. And if 
ſome piops and ſincere Chriſtians have really ex- 
rienc'd all this, I much queſtion, but it may have 
— more owing to a Peculiarity of Conſtitution 
apt to take Fire at the leaſt ſpark, than to any ſin- 
gular Efficacy the reading of this Piece had upon 
their Hearts. We know in ſome Minds hot great 
a Matter a little Fire kindleth. Some Conſtitutions 
ſeem to be made of this Flame, this Ecſtaſy, and 
- Tranſport, and to be of ſuch inflammable Tempers, 
as to burſt into a Blaze, if the leaſt Ray of Heat 
ſhines upon them; ſo that the Raptures the. Song 
of Solomon may have given them, may, I think, 
- without any Imputation of Want of Charity, be ſaid 
to be conſtitutional, rather than divine, ol] 
However weak, and unſatisfaftory the 


ments, already replied to, are, all the reſt I have 


yet ſeen urg'd in its Favour, are ſtill more trifling 
and inſignificant. Nay ſome of them are ſo v 
idle, tho* (which is really to be wonder'd at) ad- 
vanc'd by Men of Note in the Republic of Letters, 
that to produce them would in ſome meaſure be a 
ſufficient Confutation. For how ſtrange is it to 
argue, that its divine Authority is prov'd by its 
Agreement with other Parts of Scripture, when, 
unleſs we admit of their allegorical Interpretation, 
it is evident to any one, the leaſt converſant in 
Scripture, that it will be extremely difficult to pro- 


forming his Nature, and the calming his Conſcience, together 
with thoſe Comforts, that ariſe out of it, is convinc'd in gene · 
ral of the whole of Chriſtianity, by the happy Effects that it has 
upon his Mind ; but it does not from this appear how he ſhould 
know, that ſuch Books, and ſuch Paſſages in'them, ſbould come from 
a divine Original, or that he ſpould be able to diſtinguiſh what is 
Genuine from what is Spurious. Wy | 


duce 
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S 
may be ſaid to to 

Paſſage in. i it.. 7 am ſure I have found it fo, 19711 
am ſatisfied others Will, that take the Trouble of 
examining into it. And it is, if poſſible, with leſs 
Reaſon ſtill that they urge the ſurpriſing-Ingenuity 
and Candor of Solomon, who ſpeaks of his Bride's 
Uneaſineſſes and Deformities, as well as her Happi- 


neſs, and her Beauty, and would not have been fo 


1 as to have hinted Particulars ſo diſa- 
able, if the Holy Spirit had not dictated them, 
containing 'a latent and fpiritual-Meaning. — 
Certainly without having Recourſe to this, the 
Paſſages here alluded to, and which Solomon puts in 
the Mouth of his Princeſs, may be eaſily defended, 


as in themſelves delicate, and beautiful Turns of 


Thought not at all inconſiſtent with the Manner of 


Paſtoral, and probably not excell'd by any thing in 


Virgil or Theacritus. — But however all this be, cer- 
tainly the Arguers for-the divine Infpiration of the 
Song of Solomon mult have been extremely ſenſible, 
how little could be ſaid for it, when they urg'd its 
Title as a Proof of the Point. For ſurely the leaft 
Taſte for polite Literature might have told them, 


that, conſider'd only as a Poem, it had a aſk: Claim 


to be call'd zhe Song of Song. 
do not remember to — ſeen any ching WY 
of the leaſt Moment faid in favour of this Book's 


being divinely inſpir' d. But, however, as I pro- 


pos'd to examine not only what had ben ſaid on this 
Subject, but allo. what I thought might be, I will 
now conſider how far the divine Authority of this 
Book is evinc'd by its having been ever receiv'd by 
the Jes as canonical, and look'd upon in the lame ; 
Light by the greater Part of the Chriſtian World, — 
As to the Fews, it muſt. be acknowledg d it was re- 
deivd by them as fuch, and had in- great Eſteem. 
N ay we are told in ſome of their Writings, _ 
tho? 
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—— habindum: Se xcentis argumentis hoc facile probarem, fi 
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themſelves, and their Brethren, It is not then at 


all ſurprifing, that they ſhould have contriv'd that 
idle and inconſiſtent Gloſs the Targum gives us, or 
that it ſhould have been fo readily fwallowed as it 


was; But is their ating fooliſhly any Reaſon for 


our doing ſo? Or if we were ünhappily under 4 
Neceſſity of following them in thelf Kbſtrdities 
= what Authority have we for our Interpretation ? 
we receiv'd the Book as canonical, becauſe = 
did, weſhould admit their Explanation along wit 
it, tor the ſame Reaſon. And yet here we widely. 


differ. For the Targum applies it to the State of 
the Jew; Church; and indeed if it were natural, 


or it there were any Foundation for giving it any 
other Senſe, bur a literal one, or if it were poſſible 
to wire-draw it fo as to bear the Senſe they would 
impoſe upon it, it would, I think, be moſt reaſon- 
able to ſubſcribe to their Interpretation. 

How it came to be admitted into our Bible 


will be ſtill much eaſier accounted for, than how 
the Fews came to admit it into theirs. For the 
5ſt Converts to the Chriſtian Religion receiv'd the 


Books of the Old Teftament from the Jews, and of 
conſequence among them they found it; and as the 
Jewiſh Converts to Chriftiamty would have been 
too much ſhock'd at ſeeing a Book rejected, they 


dad been ſo long us'd to look upon as canonical, it 
vas but an innocent Piece of Temporizing to let it 
paſs in the ſame Credit it was then received. 
And as the Fews had pretended to diſcover ſtrange 
Myſteries in it, relative to them and their Church, 
it could hardly be, but thoſe Jets, who embrac'd 


2 would ao the Interpretation, they 
had been ſo much accuſtom'd to, and mutatis mu- 


tnadis apply that to the Chriſtian Church, they had 


before applied to the Jewiſh. Thus it might very. 


naturally come to be receiv'd, and by Length of 


Time grow into the ſame Eſteem with the Chriſti- 
| EY an 
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an Church, that the Jews had held it in; and when 
once the Credit of it was in this manner eltabliſh'd, 
it is no wonder that ſucceeding Generations ran 
blindly into it, or that they ſwallow'd the forc'd In- 
terpretation, as readily. as they did the Book itſelf. 
And when the falſhood' had thus reign'd Time im- 
memoriat, undetected, (tho not without a Suſpicion 
of its being really ohe) it is ſtill leſs ſurpriſing,” chat 
thoſe- in the letter d' World, who did not thus 
readily and obediently give up their Underſtand- 
_ Ings, ſhould' yet rather conceal their Suſpicions, 
and Jealouſies, than openly attempt to invalidate 
the Authority of that, which Time had given ſuch 
a Sanction to, and which was till render d more 
formidable by the additional ſtre it receiv*d 


nary Manner to the Deceit. ' People upon their Au- 


thority took it for granted, without in the leaſt ex- 
_— bility of its havin any ſuch 


latent Senſe. There is not indeed any Proof of all 
this, that I am aware of, to be drawn from An- 
tiquity; but it. really is ſo natural, it is almoſt a 
Proof of itſelf ;. and it is not reaſonable to demand 
further Evidence. for any Point, which could not 
poſſibly have happen'd any other Way. 


Yet 
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It can hardly be expected, after this evident 
Proof of the Inſufficiency of every thing that has, 
or can be ſaid in behalf of this k's being di- 
vinely inſpired, that the Interpretation they ground 
upon it, ſhould have any very ſolid Reaſons aſſign'd 
in its Favour. For noi rt of Man, when the Foun- 
dation is deſtroyed, can prevent the Superſtructure 
falling to Pieces. — But, however, (to purſue this 
Metaphor) as the Impoſlibility of erecting any ſuch 
Pile, as was deſign'd, upon it, will ſhow undenia- 
bly with how little Judgment the Foundation was 
laid, I will now follow the Method I propos'd, and 
examine what has been or may be ſaid in Defence of 
the Interpretation, that, in conſequence of its ſup- 
poſed divine Authority, has been giyen to this Book 
of Solomon. E's. Ty 
Indeed it is not improbable, that ſome of the 
Favourers of the myſtical Interpretation were in- 
duc'd to entertain ſuch Sentiments ſolely by finding 
it among the ſacred Writings; from whence they 
but too eaſily agreed, that it muſt of neceſſity be 
explain'd in this allegorical Manner, foraſmuch as, 
if they did. not look beyond the bare Letter of it, 
it could not be thought to Ae been with, any 
Propriety rank'd among the inſpir'd Volumes — 
But I am ſatisfied there has been enough already ſaid 
on this Head, and that there are no other Argu- 
ments neceſſary to prove, that its being Part of our 
Bible, (as it has evidently no other Mark of divine 
Inſpiration) neither gives it Authority, as ſuch, nor 


to the Heathens, who urged the Truth of their Religion from 
the Antiquity of it; Quid facies ? Majoreſne potius an rationem 
ſequeris? Si ratienem mavis, diſcedere te neceſſe eſt ab inſlitu- 
tis et auctoritate majorum : quoniam id ſolum rectum eſto, quod 
ratio præſcribit. Sin autem pietas majores ſequi ſuadet; fateris 
— et ſtultos eſſe, qui excogitatis contra rationem religionibus 

ervierint ; et te ineptum, qui id colas, uad falſum ee conviceris, 
De Orig. Err. lib. ii. cap. 6. | ER 
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confirms any Interpretation, that ſuch an Opinion 
of it may have occaſion'd. b 
I have too great an Opinion of the Abilities of 


many of the Commentators on this Book, to ima- 


gine, they could have been influenc'd by ſo trivial 
an Argument. But undoubtedly many were drawn 
in to think of it in the Manner they have done, by 
obſerving That there are both in the Old and 


New Teftament many difficult Places, in the Inter- 


1 of which it is abſolutely neceſſary to have 
ecourſe to the ſame Liberty they took in explain- 


ing chis That there are, particularly in Jaiab, Eze- 


kiel, Hoſea, the Epiſtles to the Corinthians and Epbe- 


fians, and in the Revelations, Allegories of a remark- 


able Affinity with that of the Song of Solomon [6]; 


Land as the Holy Spirit undoubtedly dictated 


them, it is but reafonable the Song of Solomon 
ſhould be explain'd in the ſame Manner they are. 
— To all this I reply by obſerving, that tho” there 
are Allegories in other Parts of Scripture, yet in the 
very obſcureſt of them there is always ſomething to 


fix and afcertain the Deſign of the Author, and to 


affiſt us in inveſtigating their Meaning. But is 
this the Caſe with the Song of Solomon ? Is there, 
thro' the whole, any the leaſt Hint given us, that it 


relates to Chriſt, and his Church? or that the Be- 


loved, that is ſpoken of, is any other, than Solomon 
himſelf; or the Fair, that is celebrated, any other 
than his Bride? I am ſure, I can diſcover none 
fuch. And as we ſhould not have explain'd thoſe 
other Allegories of Scripture in the Manner we 
have, if ſome Part of the Context had not directed 
us to their Meaning, it is a flagrant Inſtance of Pre- 


[6] See Iſaiah liv. 5. Izi. 10. ii. 4, 5. Jerem. ii. 42. 
Ezek. xxi. 8. Hoſ. ii. 16, 19. Matth. ix. 15. xxü. 2. 
and x xv. 1. John iii. 2g. 2 Cor, zi. 2. Eph. v. 23. 
Rev. xix, 7, XIi. 2. XXil. 17. 


ſumption 
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ſumption in us to pretend to go beyond the Letter 
of the Text here, without any the leaſt Clue to 
guide us thro' the mazy Labyrinth. — Beſides, in 
thoſe Places of Scripture, here alluded to, the Senſe 
of the Paſſage undeniably ſhews, that the literal 


Meaning (from which ſeveral Abſurdities would 


flow) cannot be the true one, and therefore that 


ſome other Senſe muſt be ſought for. Bur it is di- 


rectly the contrary in the Song of Solomon. A literal 
Interpretation is attended with no Difficulties, 
The whole, conſider'd in that Light, is conſiſtent, 
intelligible, and uniform ; whereas every other In- 
— — is pregnant of Abſurdity, Obſcurity, 

Confuſion. So that as common Senſe dictates 
to us, that thoſe other Parts of the Bible cannot be 
Literal, the ſame aſſures us, this can be nothing 
more. — As to the Allegories urg'd from Jaiab, 
Ezekiel, &c. which are ſaid to be ſo remarkably 
parallel to this of Solomon, all the Afﬀinity, that I 
can diſcover in them, is, that Solomon, ſpeaking” of 


his own Eſpouſals, naturally paints the reciprocal 


Affection of the married State, and that God, by 
the Mouth of his Prophets declaring the tender 
Aﬀe&ion he bore to his choſen People, was 
pleas'd, in order to give them ſome faint Idea of it, 
to expreſs it by the tender Relation of Marriage. 
—- But what is more, had there really been a much 
greater Affinity, between thoſe Places of Scripture, 
and this Book of Solomon, yet the Interpretation 
generally given to the former, could never be a 
juſt Rule for explaining the latter. For there the 
Allegories are manifeſtly made uſe of to give us 
ſome obſcure Idea of what, (had it not been repre- 
ſented to us under thoſe Images) we could not poſ- 
fibly have form'd the leaſt adequate Knowledge, 
and therefore thoſe Allegories were deſign'd to in- 
form, and not to confound us ; whereas, ſuppoſing 
the Holy Spirit intended this Piece for our Inſtruc- 
B 2 
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zo A DISSERTATION ON 
tion, it is evident he muſt be inconſiſtent with him- 


ſelf, ſince one and the ſame Allegory is in one Place 
ſo plain, and perſpicuous, that the Scope of it can- 


not poſſibly be miſtaken; and in another its la- 
bour'd Obſcurity is ſuch, that all the Art. of Man 
could never yet contrive any Explanation, but what 
has appear'd. forc'd, and abſurd, and to have been 
the Product of Fancy, and Conjecture, more than 
Judgment, or ſound Reaſoning. But can it be 
thought the Divine Wiſdom ever thus intended 


to confound our Underſtandings, or that after hav- 


ing given us Senſe and Reaſon, he would give us a 
Revelation, that That Senſe and Reaſon could not 
conſiſtently interpret? Or can it be thought the 


Holy Spirit could not make the ſame Allegory as 


plain and intelligible in one Place as in another? 
Or that out of Kindneſs and Charity to us he would 
not have done ſo? For certain it is, if this Book 
be Revelation, it is ſo difficult, and inexplicable, 
that another Revelation is abſolutely requiſite to fix 
a Meaning to it; or the Interpretation of it muſt be 
left to the Bigotry and Caprice of Mankind; and 
as they have evidently no Rule to explain it by, 
after all their Toil, and Labour, it can be nothing 
more, but the fallible Suggeſtions of Imagination, 
ſince they cannot poſſibly be certain, that the Senſe 
they affix, was the Senle delign'd by its ſuppos'd 
divine Author. | RR : 
It will be almoſt ſufficient, without giving any 
Reply, to obſerve, that it has been urg'd — That 
as Solomon was the wiſeſt of Kings, it was indecent 
for him, and inconiiſtent with his Wiſdom, to 
expreſs openly, in a public Song, his private conjugal 
Love to his Wife — But I will juſt oblerve, that he 
did many things, that had much more of Indecorum 
in them, and. were much leſs conſiſtent with his 
Wiſdom, than this; and therefore, as he did not 
ſcem to be greatly concern'd for his own. Charac- 
| ter, 
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ter, I ſee no Reaſon, why we ſhould be thus anxi- 
ouſly concern'd for it; eſpecially as this Song, 
if it be only conſider'd in its proper Light, as a 
mere human Compoſition, inſtead of being Matter 


of Offence, will prove an elegant Deſcription of _ 


virtuous Love, and therefore be no Reflection upon 
the Author of it. 
The other Arguments, that have deen advanc'd 
in favour of the Interpretation, that has been given 
to this Piece of Solomon's, are entirely drawn from 
the ſuppos'd Impoſſibility of giving it a literal Ex- 
planation. For ſyppoſing, (what is highly pro- 
bable) that it was wrote upon Salomons Marriage 
with the Princeſs of Egypt, the allegorical Inter- 
preters pretend to ſay, in oppoſition to this, that it 


could not poſſibly have been occaſion'd by that 


Marriage, becauſe Solomon (Cant. vii. 4.) compares 
her Noſe to the Tower of Lebanon, which was not 
in Being at the Time of celebrating their Nuptials: 
For it appears (from i Kings vi. ult. and vii. 1, 2.) 
that the Houſe of the Foreſt of Lebanon was not built 

till twenty Years after — But who told them, that 
this Houſe of the Foreſt of Lebanon was the Tower 
Solomon alludes - to in the, Canticles, . or that there 
were not many Piles of Building in that Foreſt 
long before the Date of their Marriage, that might 

with more Propriety be call'd Towers, than this i in 
bs, Book of Kings, which is only ſaid to be the 
Houſe of the. Pere of Lebanon. : 

There are many things of the ſame Spang and in- 
deed with much the ſame Propriety, urg'd againſt 
the literal Acceptatiou. For it is argued That 
many things are {aid of the Spouſe of Solomon, which 
cannot properly be applied to ſo great a Princeſs 
— Such as her being made 4 [We of a Vineyard— 
her being /mote, — wounded by , the Watchmen — 


her being terrible, as an Army <with Banners and her 


being black, but Comely. — As to the former Points, 
Sg: they 
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they may very juſtly be looked upon as poetical Ficti- 
ons, and there are few Pieces, that have been wrote 
- by maſterly Hands, but what will furniſh us with 
Inſtances of the ſame Kind. So that in a Poem 
of this ſort, ſhe might very conſiſtently be repre- 
ſented as the Keeper of a Vineyard, tho? ſhe had never 
been ſ-en out of the Circle of a Court, and be faid 
to have been ſmote, and wounded by Watchmen, tho' 
ſhe never made that nightly Excurſion the- Poet 
- ſpeaks of, or tho? ſhe never appear'd unattended 
by the Royal Guard. — And as to her being ter- 
rible as an Army with Banners, and her being black, 
But comely; ſurely thoſe, who object this to the lite- 
ral Interpretation, never heard any thing of the 
Power of Beauty, or they would have underſtood 
the Elegance of that Compliment z or ſure they 
never heard of Egyptian Complexions, or knew 
there were ſuch things as black Beauties. 

It is ſaid too, againſt the literal Interpretation, 
that, if this Song of Solomon be conſider'd only in 
that Light, many Things, that are aſcribed to his 
Spouſe, inftead of arguing her extraordinary Beau- 
ty, would appear to be egregious Deformity. — 

Such as @ Head like Carmel — a Noſe like the Tower 
of Lebanon — Eyes like Fiſh-Pools — Teeth like 
| Flocks of ſhorn Sheep, &c. &c. — It muſt be 
ovn'd indeed, that the Propriety of many of theſe 
Compariſons does not always appear at firſt Sight, 
and that if we are not careful to put them in the 
Point of View the Senſe of the Place manifeſtly re- 
quires, they would indeed be ſtrange and unaccount- 
able upon a literal Acceptation. But would not 
this be as juſt an Objection to the literal Interpre- 
tation of the Iliad, or Odyſſey, of Homer? For cer- 
- rain it is, that many Compariſons in that Poet ap- 
little leſs ſtrange, than theſe of Solomon. They: 
eldom correſpond with that they are brought to il- 
luſtrate in more than one Point; and if they were 
Is | to 
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to be purſued thro every minute Particula', with a 
critical Nicety, or if that Exactneſs were expected 
in them, which we find in our modern Poets, it is 
certain, conſider'd as ſuch, they will be as auk- 
ward Compliments, as the Objectors ſuppoſe 
theſe of Solomon to be. Beſides we are to con- 
ſider, that Poetry ſeems to have been in its In- 
fancy in the Days of Solomon, and that the Eaſtern 
Taſte was very different from ours, when we are 
forming a Judgment of this Piece. And if we 
take this along with us, the Want of that critical 
Accuracy Poetry is now arriv'd to, will not ſur- 
prize us, nor will thoſe ſtrong and lively Images, 
with which it abounds, appear forc'd and unna- 
tural. Tho' indeed, without the leaſt Charge of 
Impropriety, a Poet might even now ſay, a Lady's 
Head was lite Carmel, from the Erectneſs of her Sta- 
ture; that her Eyes were like Fiſb- Pools, from their 
Clearneſs and Brightneſs; and ber Teeth like Flocks 
of ſhorn Sheep, from their Neatneſs and Whiteneſs. 
And I flatter myſelf, that theſe, and all other Paſ- 
ſages of the like Nature, will appear in ſuch a 
Light, in the Verſion I give them, that it will be 
no longer ſuppos'd, that the Abſurdity of, them is 
any the leaſt Argument againſt a literal Inter- 
pretation. 

The ſame Difficulties have been thought to lie 
againſt the Part of Solomon, and it has been argued 
— That we cannot conſiſtently reſt in the bare 
Letter, when ſeveral Things are faid of that Prince, 
which do not in the leaſt agree with his Character: 
— Such are his being ſaid to be 4 King in one 
Place, and a Shepherd in another — his calling his 
Spouſe his Siſter — his ſaying, that he was white 
and ruddy, the chiefeſt among Ten thouſand; which it 
is not to be thought he would be ſo vain, as to 
ſpeak of himſelf. The firſt of theſe Objections 
has, in fact, been already replied to; but however, 
4400 B 4 Iwill 
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1 vill here juſt obſerve, that where- ever he is cal- 


led a Shepherd, the Subject- matter manifeſtly does 
not riſe above Paſtoral, and that therefore he is, 
with the greateſt Propriety, repreſented as ſuch in 
thoſe, Scenes, where he could not, with any Con- 
ſiſtency, appear in any other Characer. — And 
as to 2 giving his Spouſe the Name of his Sifter 
— How ignorant do they ſhew themſelves: of the 


- Cuſtoms of the Eaſtern Nations, who urge this ! 


For it is evident, from many Places of Scripture, 
that it was uſual among them not only to give 


the Name of Siſter to their #/7ves, but even to call 


all their nearer Relations by the affectionate Title 
of Bretbren. Thus in the Apocryphal Part of the 


Book of Efther [7] Abaſuerus tells the Queen he is 


her Brother: And in St. Matthew's Goſpel [8] the 
Relations of our Saviour are called bis Brethren. 
Again; as to his being white-and ruddy, &c. it is 
evident, theſe Words are put in the Mouth of his 
Princeſs; and as he had been laviſh in the Praiſe of 


her Beauty, it was but natural ſhe ſhould beſtow 


ſome Encomiums on his. But if they really had. 
been in the Mouth of Solomon himſelf, I cannot 
think there would have been much of Vanity or 
Affectation in them. For ſuch little Panegyrics are 
perfectly agreeable to the Simplicity of Paſtoral. 
They appear artleſs and undeſigning, and conſe- 


quently are natural and beautiful ; and I never 


knew that theſe Verſes of Theocritus were objected 
to on this Account : 0 * 
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ou ata 


* . 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 25 
 Oupuare pu I ap thy xagorwreex moAnkov Adavas* 
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Nor were theſe fine Lines of a Poet of our own 
ever thought to be out of Character 


Fair is my Flock, nor yet uncomely J, | 

I liquid Fountains flatter not; and why - - . 
Should liquid Fountains flatter us, yet ſhow: .. 
The bord'ring Flow'rs leſs beauteous than they grow? 


Theſe Objections to a literal Interpretation are 
moſt manifeſtly frivolous to the laſt Degree, and 
yet there are ſome others remaining, that are ſo 
much more ſo, that I will not mention them. For 
I ſhall, I fear, be cenſur'd by the Reader, for having 
troubled him fo long with Replies to Objec- 
tions ſo trivial and unconcerning ; and to which, I 
make not the leaſt Queſtion, but every one's natu- 
ral Reaſon will immediately ſuggeſt Anfwers, 
equally ſatisfactory with thoſe I have offer d. And 
indeed I have no other Excuſe for. dwelling thus 


upon Trifles, but that I was not willing to omit 


any thing that has been urged on this Subject, if it 
were but of the leaſt perceivable Weight ; and had 
rather be thought a little tedious, than that the 
- Advocates for the Divine Inſpiration of this Book 
of Solomon ſhould, from my paſſing over any of 
the Arguments that have been advanc'd in'its Fa- 
vour, fondly conclude, they were unanſwerable. 


Tho?, on the other hand, I am apprehenſive 
likewiſe, that ſome will imagine I have rais'd this 


Body of Arguments merely for the Pleaſure of de- 
moliſhing them ; and that there never have been 
any in the letter'd World, who were weak enough 
to be determin'd in a Point of fo much Conſe- 


[9] Idyl. xx. 19, &c. 


quence 


tion 
that were not ſo very trifling, that it would have 
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4 


by ſuch trivial Reaſons ; or that if any ſuch. 
Arguments have ever been offer d, I muſt certainly 


not have put them in their juſt Light. — Tho' how- 


ever it is happy for me, they have but to con- 
ſult the Commentators on this Part of the Bible, and 
they will ſee that all theſe Arguments have been 
offer d by one or other of them, and that I have not 
in the leaſt miſrepreſented their Sentiments. I am 
ſure, I am not conſcious to myſelf of having defign'd 
any ſuch thing, nor have I, to the beſt of my Know- 
ledge, conceal'd any Arguments that were not evi- 
dently of the ſame Stamp with thoſe I have men- 

a, and to which the ſame Replies will ſerve, or 


been as idle in me to have ſpent my Time in an- 
ſwering them, as it was in thoſe who firſt advanc'd 
them. — So that here the Reader ſees every thing 


of Moment, that has been urg'd to prove this Book | 


of Solomon divinely inſpir'd ; and as I can aſſure him 
he ſees it in its full Force, I have only to defire, 
that he will candidly conſider the Merits of the Ar- 
guments 'on both Sides the Queſtion, and not let 


| the Greatneſs of their Names, who have argued, 


or may ſtill argue, in its Favour, ſo far jaundice 
His Mind, that he cannot ſee any Force in this 
humble Atrempt at a Reply to their Arguments, 
For Truth is certainly the ſame, let it come from 
whom it will; and is equally juſt, when offer'd by 
one as little diſtinguiſh'd as myſelf, as if it came 
from the moſt illuſtrious Commentator. And if 
the Reader be but generous enough to conſider this, 
I am confident, he will immediately allow, that the 
Weakneſs of every r hath been ſaid for the 
divine Inſpiration of this Piece, gives ſufficient 
Cauſe to conclude, that it has no juſt Title to a 
Place 75 Volumes that were confeſſedly 
dictated by the Holy Spirit. 1 
ut 
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But how much more 9 will he be con- 
firm'd in this Opinion, when I have, in the ſecond 
Place, produc'd the many forcible Arguments that 
lie againſt it. Now it was laid down, at the Be- 
ginning of this Diſſertation, (and, I imagine, will 
not be denied by any) that the propereſt Criteria of 
thoſe Writings, that pretend to the Character of In- 
ſpiration, are — the manifeſt Deſign with which 
they were written — the evident Tendency of the 
Subject- matter of them — and their Uſctalnef to 
form our Manners, to eſtabliſſr our Faith, or to 
fix and aſcertain any other Points that may be of 
Conſequence to the Chriſtian World. — But can 
any one prove the Deſign with which the Song of 
Solomon was written, to have been ſuch as might 
Juſtly entitle it to be rank'd among the ſacred Vo- 
lumes ? Or is not the direct contrary highly pro- 
bable? Have we not the greateſt Reaſon in the 


World to think, that it was wrote —_m an Occaſi- 
Pl 


on as foreign to the Buſineſs of Inſpiration as can 
well be imagin'd? — And is not likewiſe the 


Tendency of the Subject- matter of this Book, aa 


oppoſite to that of the other Parts of Scripture, as 
any two Subjects can poſhbly be? A pure and 
heavenly Flame ſhines thro? every other Part of the 
ſacred Writings ; but who, without doing the 
greateſt Violence to Reaſon, can diſcover, in this 
Book, any thing but a mere earthly Paſſion ? It is 
true, we cannot pretend to ſay, but the Paſſion de- 
ſcrib'd was virtuous, and therefore innocent; but 
if every Deſcription of virtuous Love was to be 
eſteem'd canonical, where would our Canon of 
Scripture end ? 8 | 
But if the Song of Solomon were not thus defici- 
ent both in Deſign and Matter, yet certainly it is 
but badly calculated to form our Manners; and I 
ſay it without the leaſt Heſitation, that, as it is 


now, many more looſe and unguarded Minds have 


: been 
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been corrupted and perverted by it, than have ever 
been edifed. — And farther, what Articles of 
Faith will it ever eſtabliſh, that, even admitting the 
forc'd Interpretation that is given it, are not much 
better eſtabliſh'd by other Parts of Scripture? Or 
what Points, of Conſequence to the Chriſtian 
World, is it either probable, or poſſible, that this 
Book of Solomon can ever fix, and aſcertain? No 
other, that I can think of, but that we ſhould, with 
all due Humility, reflect on the natural Weakneſs, 
of Man, when almoſt the whole Chriſtian World 
have been infatuated for Ages together; and in- 
' Read of making a proper Uſe of that divine Spark, 
their Reaſon, they haye blindly given themſelves 
up to the Guidance of Whim and Enthuſiaſm. 
If then neither the Deſign nor Subject-Matter of 
this Book incline us to think it divine, what elſe are 
we to ſeek for, that may determine us in its. Fa- 
vour? And if it be neither uſeful to form our 
Manners,. to eſtabliſh our Faith, or to. fix and aſcer- 
tain -any other Point of immediate Conſequence to 
us, and it be notwithſtanding Revelation, to what 
End was it given, when it ſerves to none of thoſe 
| Purpaſes, that one might naturally expect Revela- 
tion would? Aſſur'd J am, if this be the Caſe, 
| Mankind might have done as well without it, which 
which yet it is impious to ſay of any thing that was 
really dictated by the Holy Spirit. 5 
Me ſee then, that this Book of Salomon is actually 
deficient in ſeveral Points, that it is impoſſible 
ſhould be wanting in a Book that came from God; 
and therefore we ſhall be the leſs ſurpriz'd to find, 
that it wants alſo ſeveral Things that one might 
naturally expect to have found in it. For it is 
. manifeſt, that it is never once quoted or referr'd to 
in any Part of the New Teſtament ; and if it were 
relative to Chriſt and the Church, or thought by 
the Apoſtles to be ſo, it is incredible, that this 


ſhould 


f 
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ſhould have happen'd. For it is well known, that 
the Jes were not diſguſted at the preaching of the 
Goſpel by any thing ſo much as the Admiſſion of 
the Gentiles into the Fold of the Church ; and if the 
Apoſtles had look'd upon the Song of Solomon in the 
Light it is now receiv'd, it cannot be ſuppos'd, but 
they would have endeavour'd to convince them, 
from this favourite Piece of theirs, that the Call of 
the Gentiles was ſignified by God in this allegorical 
Book of Solomon. It is certain, our ſagacious Com- 
mentators pretend they have diſcover'd-this in the 
laſt Chapter of it; and if there had been any 
Foundation for it, it cannot be thought, but the | 
Diſcovery would have been made by thoſe who hac 
Authority ſufficient to eſtabliſh it; and that it Hl 
would have been applied, by them, to thoſe falu- 1 
Purpoſes it ſeems with ſuch an Explanation ſo [ 
well calculated to ſerve. Their Silence, therefore, _ 
on this head, is a convincing Proof, that they enter- - 
tained no ſuch Opinion of it. — But further, when 
the Children of the Bridgroom were every where 
perſecuted and afflicted, when to be Chriſtians was 
to undergo all the Evils that the Rage and Bigotry 
of their Adverſaries could contrive for them, would 
not the Apoſtles then have comforted their diſtreſſ- 
ed Brethren, by aſſuring them, from the Song of 
Solomon, of the inviolable Union of Chriſt and the 
Faithful? Would they not have encourag'd them 
to perſevere, by giving them the ſweet and cordial 
Aſſurances this Book would have furniſh'd them 
with, that they would never be deſerted and-for- | 
ſaken? Had the Apoſtles ſeen all theſe amazing 
Things, which Men (one would think of deeper Pe- it 
netration) have ſince diſcover'd, it is unaccounta- | 
ble they never directed the afflicted and almoſt de- 
ſponding Souls, to have Recourſe to this imagin'd 
Fountain of living Waters, in the Hour of Diſtreſs 
and Anguiſh; Certainly it muſt have prov'd a _ 
1 5 N | * 9 
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dial to their fainting Spirits, to have found, that 
Cod, even many Ages before theſe Days of Sorrow, 


had thus prepar'd Balm for their wounded Hearts; 
and the Apoſtles, who were never wanting in ad- 


miniſtring Comfort to thoſe who needed it, would 


not have fail'd to have inflam'd ther Hearts with 
theſe raptur'd Accounts of Love and een 
had they eſteem'd them of divine Authority. 
Yet it is beyond Contradiction, that we meet with 


| Nothing of this Sort in the New Teſtament, and 
tho“ we have many comfortable Aſſurances of the 
- Care and Regard of our dear Lord for us, drawn 


from other Heads, yet not one is borrow'd from 
this, wtiich yet our Commentators tell us abounds 


* 


with inany ſuch. 


But this is not all: For it is not even once re- 
ferr'd to in any Place of the New Teſtament; nor 
can any Paſſage be produc'd from the one, that 
can reaſonably be faid to be parallel to the other. 
The Margin of our Bible indeed points out two 
Places which the Authors of thoſe Notes were of — 4 
nion had ſome Reference to Paſſages in the Canticles. 
But the bare putting the ſeveral Places in one View 
will be ſufficient to explode it. In Cant. i. 4. we read, 
Draw me, we will run after tbee; and in Jobn vi. 44. 
No Man can come to me, except the Fate, which 
bath ſent me, draw him. — In Cant. hv. 24. we read, 


| Thou art all fair, my Love; there is no+Spot in thee : 


And in Epbeſ iv. 27. That he might preſent to himſelf 
a glorious Church, not having Spot, or Wrinkle, or any 
fuch _ z but that it ſhould be holy, and without 
Blemiſb. $13 © 2%, Any 

Now if this Book be really divinely inſpir d, can 
any probable Reaſon be aſſign'd, why all this has 
happen'd ? One might naturally have expected, if 
it were really ſuch as our Commentators wguld per- 
ſuade us it is, that we ſhould have larger QMotations 


from, and References to it, than to any othet Part of 


} * Scrip- 


ſions of referri 
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Scripture; yet nothing has, or can be offer'd, that 
has more Affinity to it than thoſe two Paſſages 
above; and how little their Affinity is, I think, 
needs no Proof. If the Apoſtles really eſteem'd it 


only of mere human Compoſition, it could not poſ- 
ſibly have happened otherwiſe than we find it has g 


but if they did not, all this is very unaccount- | 


able. 

And tho? it ſhould be urg'd, that the Caſe is per- 
haps the ſame with ſome other Books of the Old 
| Teſtament, and that nothing is cited from them in- 

to the New; yet this would be far from weaken- 
ing the Force of the Objection. For, it cannot be 
prov'd, that Occaſions offer d themſelves of the 
Apoſtles referring to ſeveral of them — and yet it 
is, I think, manifeſt, from what has been ſaid above, 
that ſuppoſing this Book actually of divine Autho- 
rity, and capable of the Interpretation that has been 
ſince given it, they muſt have had repeated Occa- 
to it. So that this is an Objection 
of conſiderable Weight here, tho? it would not lie 
with equal Force againſt any other Book that 
might have been receiv'd as canonical, with as 
little Reaſon as this ſeems to have been, 

But even granting there could be ſufficient 
Reaſons aſſign'd for this Book being never once re- 
ferr'd to in the New Teſtament, yet if it was dictat- 
ed by the Holy Spirit, what probable Reaſons can 
be urg'd for the Name of God being never once 
' mention'd in any Part of it, neither by that auguſt 
and particular Title of MM, nor any of the reſt 
that occur in the Old Teſtament. If it be con- 
ſider'd only as a human Compaſition, the Reaſon 


of this Omiſſion is plain and obvious, inaſmuch as it 


would have been inconſiſtent with the Fewih Re- 
gard to the Name of God, to have mix'd it with 
Things trivial or amorous. But if this Song be 
of divine Authority, and the Subject of conſequence 


wholly 
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wholly ſpiritual, it is very difficult to ſuppoſe it 
— — been n the Subject muſt un- 
avoidably have frequently introduc'd it. There 
have been many Anſwers offer'd to this: The moſt 
material of which are — That the expreſs Name of 
God could not properly have been inſerted in a 
Book which is allegorical and figurative — and that 
the Name of God is not found in the confeſſedly 
Canonical Book of Efher, any more than it is in 
this of ' Solomon. — Now as to this Book's being 
allegorical and figurative; this is ſo far from being 
a juſt Reaſon for excluding the Name of God from 
it, that it is the only Reaſon that would induce one 
to have expected to meet with it there. For cer- 
tainly, if an Allegory be of a ſpiritual Nature, the 
Name of God may be with as much Propriety in- 
ſerted in it, as in any other of the common Forms 
of Speech; and it is of the greateſt Moment here 
to obſerve, that there is ſcarce one of thoſe allego- 
rical and figurative ' Paſſages, which have been 
thought parallel to this of Solomon, but what has 
the Name of God, or ſomething tantamount in it. 
Nay in the Book of Revelations, which ſufficiently 
abounds with Allegories and Figures, there is not 
one Chapter in which the Name of God does not 
occur. — The other Anſwer to this Objection is 
equally unſatisfactory: For what tho' the Name of 
God, or any thing equivalent to it, is not once 
to be found in the confeſſedly Canonical Book of 
Eſtber; yet it is eaſy to return, that that Book 
was never imagin'd to be prophetical, myſtical, or 
allegorical, or any thing elſe but a mere hiſtorical 
Narrative; and conſequently, that the Name of 
God could not well be inſerted, without breaking 


in upon the Thread of Hiſtory. Tho' indeed, i 


the Verſion of the LXX. where the Prayers o 
Efther and Mordecai, in the Day of their Trouble, 
are recorded, we read Kuęie Otos 0 Carnevs o Otros 
ock Aeg af 
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Part of that Book. | as, 

1 would not be here thought to ſay, that the 
Name of God being inſerted in a Book is ſufficient 
to convince us, that it is divinely inſpir'd, or its 
being omitted a poſitive Proof, that it is not ſo ; 
but this, I think, may be reaſonably inſiſted upon, 
that, when the Subjett of a Bock i is Feed by be 
ſuch as muſt unavoidably have led the Author of it 
to mention n Je that he hath not, the Subject 
of that Book is undoubtedly miſtaken. To be more 
particular: It cannot, I think, be well denied, that 
= a Vein of Piety and heavenly Love, as it is 
| d runs thro' the Book in queſtion, naturally 


Mendon of the ſacred Majeſty of Heaven; but nei- 


chir'the Name of God; nor any thing that can rea- 


ſonably be ſaid to be equivalent thereto, hath yer 
been obſerv'd in it; and therefore the Inference is 
undeniably juſt, that this Vein of Piety is purely 

, and that it wants a Mark of Inſpi piration, 


which, i it really were what it has been foppor', PL 


could not poſſibly have been withour. 
What I am _—_ . wich dh 
own'd, is not o Weight e 
Objeftions N t to thoſe who 5 N 
Eiben for the Willem and Piety ofthe Compilers 
of our Liturgy and Order of Service, it muſt have 
ſome Force to remark, that no Part of this Book of 
Solomon is appointed to be read in the Service of the 


Church of England. Now that this Piece, which 
boafttth ſuch * Things, ſhould be thus r 4 . 


when Books on all hands deem'd a 
eren the Hiſtory of Suſanzab, ps ps e agon, 


ſomerhing extraordinary, 
em of our Church. — e- 
LS our 


r, nay #navoidably- mift, have introduc'd the 


ing to obſerve, it init By | 


are appointed to be read, muſt he thought to be 
maſt ke thought 10 be 
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our Order of Service, were ſenſible it could not 


poſſibly ſerve to any of thoſe good Purpoſes. it was 


op'd theſe apocryphal Pieces might, and that the 
Reading of it, from the looſe Ideas it convey'd, 
might perhaps be a Means of perverting ſome young 


and unguarded Minds, which there was not the 


leaſt Danger of from thoſe other Books, which were 
not admitted into the Canon of Scripture. This 
ſeems clearly to have been the Cauſe of its being 
excluded from bearing any Part in our Service; 
and it muſt be allow'd, that they acted very 
dently in thus omitting it. For who, with a Head 
clear of Prejudice and Enthuſiaſm, could poſſibly 
receive any Profit to his Soul by having a raptur'd 
Account of an earthly Paſſion read to him, when 
his Mind was diſpos'd for Things ſerious and hea- 
venly? Whatever thoſe few might think of it, 
whoſe common Senſe the forc'd and unnatural In- 
terpretations of our Commentators had unhappily 
rverted, yet the greater Part, the Unread, and 
3 muſt naturally conclude, they were 
e in ſome antique Temple of Papbos, 
inſtead of liſtening to Inſtruction in the Houſe of 
the living God; at leaſt they could not but imagine 
themſelves in much the ſame Situation with thoſe 
who attend the religious Operas in the Church of 
Rome, to which let them come with Minds how- 
ever devout and ſerious, the Gaiety of the Muſic 
muſt infallibly give them another Turn. — Tho? 
perhaps it may be faid, that thoſe who had the Ap- 
pointment of our Calendar omitted this Book of 
Solomon upon quite a different Account, and that they 
were influenc'd to it by the ſame Conſiderations that, 
two of the Fathers aſſure us, oblig'd the Fews to pro- 
hibit, till the Age of Thirty, the Reading not only of 
this Book of Solomon, but of the Beginning of Gene/is, 
wherein the Creation of the World is deſcrib'd; the 


. 


Beginning of Ezekiel, wherein the Majeſty of the, 


* 
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Lord and the Cherubim are ſet forth ; and the End 
of Ezekiel, where the Fabric of the new Temple 
is delineated. Now the Conſiderations that moy'd 
them thereto, we are told, were the Difficulty and 
Myſteriouſneſs of thoſe Parts of Scripture, which, 
leſt they might poſſibly be perverted, every one 
was forbid to read, till he came to ſuch a Maturity 
of Years ; ut ad perfectam ſcientiam, et myſticos intel- 
leltus plenum humane nature tempus accedat ſ 1]. — 
However they might imagine this to be neceſſary as 
to the Paſſages referr'd to in Exetiel, (tho, I think, 
it was very trifling to prohibit even the Reading of 
them upon that Account) yet certainly it was ex- 
ceſſively ridiculous to put the Beginning of Gene/is 
among the Number of forbidden Places ; and tho? 
the Reaſon ſeems to be juſt and valid againſt the 


Song of Solomon, if it be to have any other than a 


literal Interpretation, yet it is but reaſonable to 
think, that whenthey prohibited it upon account of 
its Myſteriouſneſs, they were mov d to do ſo by 
conſidering likewiſe, that the Ideas it convey'd were 
too tender and enſnaring to be put before any but 
thoſe who were come to a cool and ſedate Period of 
Life. At leaſt, if this Reaſon had not a Share in 
the Prohibition, it is certainly as good a one, or ra- 
ther, I might ſay, a better and more juſtifiable than 
the Difficulty or Myſteriouſneſs of it, conſider'd by 
itſelf, is. Tho' however this be, it ſeems to be 
evident, that the Appointers of our Order of Ser- 
vice were not mov'd to omit it by the ſame Reaſons 
that lead the Fews to prohibit the Reading of this 
and ſome other Parts of Scripture: For if they 


[1] Origen. Præfat. in Cant. and Hieron. Procem. in 1 lib. com. 
in Exet. Niſi quis apud eos ætatem Sacerdotalis Miniſterii, id eſt, 
triceſimum annum impleverit, nec principia Geneſeos, nec Cax» 
tica Canticorum, nec hujus Voluminis exordium et finem legere 
permittitur: ut ad perfectam ſcientiam, et myſticos intellectus 
plenum humanæ Natura Tempus accedat. | 


C2 had, 
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had, they would then certainly have excluded thoſe 


other Paſſages, the Fews did, for the ſame Reaſon. 


But let what will have mov'd the Directors of our 
Calendar to omit appointing any Portion of it to 
be read in the Service of the Church, certain it is, 
the People of God have not loſt any Inſtruction by 
this Omiſſion. For its ſtudied Obſcurity is ſuch, 
with any other Senſe affix d to it but the literal, that 
it is impoſſible any could be edify'd by it, except 


_ . thoſe few who were thoroughly read in Critics and 


Commentators; and how ſmall muſt their Number 


- always be in proportion to the whole Body of the 


Faithful? So that if it be Revelation, it is ſuch, 
that Nine hundred and ninety-nine, out of a Thou- 
ſand, cannot poſſibly receive any Benefit from. 


And is it to be conceiv'd, that the Holy Spirit 


would have dictated any thing, intended for the 
general Uſe of the Church, which ſcarce one in a 
thouſand can underſtand ? Perhaps indeed it may 
be ſaid here, that this is one of the Parts of Scri- 
pou that are Jvovoyre, and that the Unread and Un- 

earned muſt apply to thoſe of ſuperior Abilities for 
Information in this Point, as they are oblig'd to do 
in many others. Tho' what if they do? They 
will, I am fatisfied, after ſuch an Application, find 
their Minds little more inform'd than they were be- 
fore. For the Caſe is not the ſame with this as it is 
with the other difficult Places of Scripture. In them 
a ſmall Share of common Senſe will enable any one 


to ſee the Juſtneſs of the Interpretation that is given. 
Nay, what is more, the Mind goes along with 


him, whoſe Inſtruction we attend to; Truth opens 
upon us ſtill brighter and brighter, as he proceeds 


In his Explanation, till at laſt it ſnines full upon us; 


the Darkneſs of our Minds is expell'd, and we ſee, 
and are convinc'd. But the Reverſe of this is true 
in the Song of Solomon, The Mind perceives not 
here the Force of Truth, and after attending —_ 

| tedious 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 37 
tedious Hours to a labour'd Interpretation, ſhe ſtill 
continues in an unenlighten'd and unconvinc'd 
State; has heard much, but underſtood, or taſted 
little; and notwithſtanding all the Commentators 
ingenious Endeavours to throw Light upon it, ſhe 
finds it Night here, when it is broad Day every 
where elſe, As 51. 
But this Darkneſs and Obſcurity is not all: For 
there is a manifeſt Levity and Amorouſneſs, that 
ſhines with ſuch glaring Colours, that, while the In- 
terpreter is talking of Chriſt and the Church, and 
wrapt up in the ſpiritual Meaning, it is impoſſible, 
but the humble Inquirer muſt ſtick in the bare 
Letter, and have, from the ſtrong Images it con- 
tains, the Thoughts of Beauty, Love, and Gal- 
lantry, fo deeply impreſs'd in his Mind, as to be 
unattentive to the pious Gloſs of his Inſtructor. So 
that there is ſomething in the very Nature of this 
Piece, that forbids: all Hopes of Edification from 
it. And can it be thought, that the Wiſdom of 
God ſhould give us any thing, in order to further 
our Piety, Hope, and Zeal, which yet, from the 
Manner of it, is incapable of anſwering the Ends it 
was deſign'd for? Not to urge, that the Flame of 
it is, in general, ſo groſs and earthly, as to be more 
apt to kindle other Fires, than thoſe of a heavenly 
fort; and ſo this Piece is not only incapable of 
promoting the Cauſe of true Piety, but has likewiſe 
a miſchievous Tendency to further a direct contra- 
ry Intereſt. Nay, there ſeems to be ſo much 
Ground for conceiving of it in this Manner, that 
thoſe of the Church of Rome have given it in as one 
of their Reaſons for prohibiting the Uſe of the 
Bible to the Laity [2]. 


[2] Vide Bellarmin. lib. ii. De Verbo Dei, cap. 18. Si popu- 
© Jus rudis audiret lingua ſai vulgari legi ex Cantico Canticorum : 
** Ofculetur me oſcalooris ſui, Et lava yu, ſub capite me, & Dex- 


C4 | I know 
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1 - -I know it has been frequently retorted upon thoſe, 
who have objected to this Book, from Gaiety 
1 of it, and the apparent Levity and Amorouſneſs of 
iss Ideas, that it was entirely owing to the Corrup- 
| tion of their own Hearts, that they conceiv'd of it 
| In that Manner, and that, if their Minds were de- 
1 vout and ſerious, the Song of Solomon would appear 
it ſo too. — But I would aſk thoſe, who. talk in this 
f Strain, if, after having had Petronius Arbiter, Meur- 
} ins, or ſome of the Epigrams of Catullus, and 
b | Martial, put in their Hands, they complained of the 
Looſeneſs of Thought, that fo frequently occurr'd 
in them, they would then think juſt to be told, that, 
if thoſe impure Ideas had not been deeply implant- 
ed in their Minds before, the Paſſages, they com- 
plain'd of, would never have ſuggeſted any ſuch to 
them. Certainly this would be very unfair Treat- 
ment: For no Man can reaſonably be blam'd for 
having ſo much common Senſe, as to underſtand 
an Author's Meaning; and to be lull'd in that 
bleſſed State of Inſenſibility, in which People miſ- 
take Evil for Good, is, I think, a Condition nei- 

ther to be envied nor deſir'd. 

I do not indeed ſay, that the Thoughts in the 
Song of Solomon are looſe and impure , but this I can 
ſay, that they are carried to the very ne plus ultra 


« tera illius amplexabitur. Et illud Oſez ; Vade, fac tibi filins 
* fornicationum : nec non adulterium Davidis, inceſtum Tha- 
* mar, mendacia Judith, et quemadmodum Joſeph fratres ſuos ine- 
* briavit, et multa alia eorum, qui in Scripturis magna cum laude 
„ commemorantur, wel prowvocaretur ad hujuſmodi imitanda, wel 
"* contemneret ſanctos Patriarchas, ut olim Manichei, vel putaret, 
5 *« mendacia V Scripturis. To all theſe ſuppos'd Inſtances of 
wH Indecency Glaſſius (Gram. Sacr. Lib. i. Tract. 3. Sect. 8.) very 
1 8 replies. except to that from the Song of Solomon, which 

| e had no other Way to excuſe, but by ſaying, ** Scandaloſa 
N forſan et impura ſint Toi; E, phivors coinquinatis, quorum e 
Mens et Conſcientia inguinata eff, Tit. i. 15. non vero. iis, qui 
i Z s rectis oculis et depurata mente in Cantico illo deliciar tur.“ 
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of Modeſty : Nay, I fear, that ſometimes (at leaſt 8 | 
in the preſent Verſion of our Bible) they exceed the | 
ſtrict Bounds of Decency, and if I had not thought, 4 

that, without tranſgreſſing the Rules of Language. it 

and Criticiſm, I could give them a modeſt and a= 
. Turn, I ſhould deem myſelf inexcuſable 1 
or having tranſlated them. n 

Yet tho' they are not indecent, are they of a 
Stamp becoming the Divine Wiſdom to have dic- 
tated ? Are the Ideas this Book conveys of a ſpi- 
ritual Kind? Or rather, are they not of an earthly 
and ſenſual Nature? And would the Holy Spirit, 
on a Subject purely divine, have ſo cloſely imitated 


the Sentiments and Language of a mere earthly ; q 
Lover, that every Thought and Expreſſion may be "4 
explain'd in that Light, and not one with any Pro- ink 


priety of a heavenly Paſſion ? Certainly, if, not- P 
withſtanding the Improbability of all this, it was 4 
really dictated by the Divine Wiſdom, it is ſtill 4 
amazing, that this Language, and theſe Sentiments i 
are peculiar to. this Book ; and that the Conduct of | K 
the Holy Spirit, in every other of the inſpir'd | 
Writings, is as contrary to this as can well be con- 
ceiv'd. For the Language of every other Part of 
Scripture is ſerious, and awful, and majeſtic, and 

_ conveys nothing that is looſe, vain, or enſnaring to 
the Mind. But it is notorious, that the very con- 
trary is true here, and therefore, I think, the Obſer- 
vation of the Poet may very juſtly be introduc'd, 
and applied to it: ah 


Non bene conveniunt, nec in una ſede morantur 1 
M.ajeſtas, et Amor. | l 


No one, who will truſt his own common Senſe - «1 
a few Moments, can poſſibly think I have judg'd 4 
too ſeverely of this Book of Solomon, or that it is 
free from this Levity and Amorouſneſs it is charg'd ' 
with. = And all that can be thought of to ſoften the 
hs Wa Matter 
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Matter is, that it is not certain the Holy Spirit in- 
tended any ſuch thing ; and that we giddy and in- 
fatuated Souls may vainly preſume to be gay, when 
the Divine Author was ſerious, and intended we 
ſhould be ſo too. — But would that Holy Spirit, 
who is our Security under Temptation, have ever 
expos'd us to the A of taking ſo important a 
Matter in a ludicrous Light? Would be have put 
things earthly and carnal before us, when his Inten- 
tion was, to wean us from them to Things divine 
and ſpiritual? Or would he have made uſe of an 
Re this ſort, and purſued it in the Manner 
it is, when he could not but be ſenſible, that many 
would conceive of it in a quite different Light to 
what was originally intended; and ſo from the 
Looſeneſs = gl of the Conſtruction, th 
would naturally put upon it, all the good Effect 
of it would be entirely loſt? For my. part, I think 
this is not to be imagin'd; and I am not ſorry I 


2 conceive thus abſurdly of the Divine Wis- 
m. 

If there had not been ſo many other ſolid and 
weighty Objections to the divine vega of the 


Book in Queſtion, I ſhould not have thought it ma- 
terial to obſerve, that no two of thoſe Commenta- 
tors, who agree in explaining it of Chriſt and the 
Church, can yet agree in interpreting the ſeveral 
Parts of it in he ſame Manner. Thisof itſelf would 
have. been a Remark of ſmall Moment, as we all 
cannot but be ſenſible how fond Mankind are of the 
Imaginations of their own Brain, and that therefore 
this Variety of Interpretations might poſſibly ariſe 
from their obſtinate Attachment to their own Opi- 
nions, and not from any Weakneſs or Difficulty in 
th Explanation in general. But when ſo many 
other reaſonable Objections lie againſt it, it certain- 
ly muſt ſtrongly confirm us in our Prejudices to. 
find, that all conceiv'd of it, and its ſeveral Parts, 0 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. x 


ſo different a Manner, that none could fubſcribe to 
the Opinion the preceding Commentators had em- 
brac d. Now that this is actually ſo, might eaſily 
be prov'd, by tranſcribing their different Sentiment 
on almoſt any Period of it. But this is the leſa 
neceſſary, as the Reader may, by conſulting Pole's 
Smopfis, immediately ſee the Juſtneſs of this Obſer · 
vation, and that amidſt the Numbers he had exa- 
min'd upon the Subject, (and Numbers might be 


added to them) all in a great Meaſure differ ag 


widely from one another, as they differ from the 
Truth. — But how could all this have happen'd, if 
there had been any natural Foundation for inter» 
preting it of Chriſt and the Church. They might 


then perhaps have diſagreed in a few trifling Far- 


ticulars, but how they could differ ſo frequently, 
and ſo widely, as they do, is unconceivable upon 
ſuch a Suppoſition. Tho! indeed, as the Caſe really 
is, this ſtrange Variety of Opinions was unavoidable, 
as they all force a Senſe upon the Paſſages they ex- 

lain; but it could never have happen'd, if thera 
Fad been any juſt Grounds for any of their Inter- 


pretations. It is the Obſervation of a great Ge- 


nius, and an Obſervation that this Inſtance proves 
to be undeniably juſt : 


&« Truth is one, but Error infinite.“ 
When Men are once got into the Road of Falſhood, 


its Ways are ſo many and ſo various, it's no Won+ - 


der they take different Paths. For tho* they could 
go right but one Way, they may go wrong a thou- 
ſand, — Had our Commentators all agreed in a li- 
teral Explanation, there is not the leaft Danger, 
but there would have been a general Harmony 


among them; but when they once ſet out upon an 


allegorical r it is not in the leaſt ſur- 
prizing, that, having all loſt the Clue of Truth, 
£ach ſhould endeavour to find à Way of his own 


thro 
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thro? the Maze of Error. Tho' I cannot but fay, 
it is really ſurprizing to me to ſee Men, in other 
Reſpects of Senſe and Learning, labour to bend a 
refractory Paſſage to their Wills, 


And puzzle Truth with learn'd Obſcurity.” - 


Indeed, like the Champion Milo, they are generally 
caught in the Oak they ſtrive to rend: And there, 
where they think to ſhew their Learning and Inge- 
nuity moſt, ſhew nothing but their Folly and Pre- 
ſumption.— I do not think myſelf Maſter of half 
that Skill in Allegories, which ſeveral of them have 
diſplay*d upon this Book of Solomon, and yet (if the 
compleating ſuch an Attempt would be a ſufficient 
Proof, with how little Judgment our Commenta- 
tors have given this Piece ſuch an Explanation) I 
will engage to interpret almoſt any Paſtoral in Vir- 
gil, or Theocritus, in the ſame Manner, and with 
equal Succeſs. Nay I am bold to aſſert, that the 
Fourth Eclogue of Virgil, in particular, would ad- 
mit of ſuch an Explanation much more naturally 
than this does. | 5 f 
It has ſome Weight with me, tho“ perhaps others 
will think it trivial, to urge, that tho? Solomon un- 
doubtedly, with the reſt of his Brethren, expected 
a Maſſiab, yet it is impoſſible to be prov'd, that he 
ever conceiv'd of him and his Kingdom in the Light 
we muſt neceſſarily ſuppoſe he did, if, with the 
myſtical Interpreters, we imagine he had in his 
Thoughts the future State of the Chriſtian Church. 
Nay, if his Sentiments of the Kingdom of the Meſ- 
fab were the ſame with the reſt of the Children of 
Iſrael! (and no one ean pretend to ſay, they were 
not ſo,) there is not one Paſſage, that can be inter- 
preted in the Manner it uſually is, without jarring 
with his and their receiv'd Opinions, But! ſaid be- 
fore, I imagin'd all would not think this of much 
Weight, as it ſeems to be almoſt univerſally _ 
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that the confeſſedly infpir'd Writers, even the Pro- 

hets themſelves, did not 8 underſtand the 
Full Deſign and Import of their Prophecies; and fo 
Solomon might perhaps write this by the Direction of 
the Holy Spirit, tho' he did not conceive of the 
Kingdom of Chrift as fully and expreſsly, as this 
Piece of his may be ſuppoſed to do. — I grant, this 
Obſervation is, in general, pretty juſt, with regard 
to the Prophecies of the Old Teſtament but it will 
hardly ſerve in the Caſe of Solomon : For it ſeems to 
be manifeſt, that the inſpir'd Writers underſtood 
their Prophecies in ſome Senſe, tho? not ſo fully and 
particularly as the ſubſequent Events have directed 
us to do. But if this Book of Solomon have not a 
literal Interpretation, (and our Commentators deny 
that it can, or ought, to have any ſuch) he muſt 
have either underſtood it as fully and adequately, as 
his Interpreters pretend ſince to have done, or he 
could not poſſibly have underſtood it in any Senſe 
at all. 

We ſee now how many Difficulties lie againſt the 
divine Authority of the Song of Solomon, and that it 
s ſcarce poſſible to ſolve the leaſt of them. Where- 

as, if it be conſider'd only as a mere human Com 
poſition, and, in conſequence of that, a literal In- 
terpretation be given it, it is evident, that there are 
no Objections to be made, that are not with the ut- 
moſt Eaſe replied to. The whole, and every Part 
of it, conſider'd only in that Light, is as eaſy, con- 
ſiſtent, and intelligible, as can reaſonably be ex- 
pected in a Piece of ſuch Antiquity, and which (it 
having been unfortunately miſunderſtood and miſ- 
applied by the Jews, who were moſt capable of 
knowing the Beauty of the ſeveral Parts of it, from 
their familiar Acquaintance with the Objects referr'd 
to) we have leſs Matter left to aſſiſt us in explaining, 
than almoſt any Piece I know of. And beſides its 
being thus eaſy, conſiſtent, arid intelligible, —_ 
? " | a lite 
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a literal Acceptation, the Deſign with which it was 
wrote, and the Occaſion of it, are reaſonable, and 
fatisfatory. — For, indeed, how natural was it, 
that Solomon, in the Height of Youth, of Love, and 
. Gallantry, ſhould amuſe himſelf with a Performance 
of this ſort? In the Height of Youth, of Love, and 
Gallantry, I faid : For our Commentators have, I 
think, been equally miſtaken in the Date of this 
Piece, as they have in its Interpretation. They tell 
us, from a Tract in the Talmud, intitled Bava-bathra, 
(which points out the Series of all the Books of 
Scripture) that the Proverbs ſhould be firſt, Ecclefi- 
aſtes next, and the Song of Songs laſt. But we will 
have more = way than to ſuppoſe, that in his la- 
ter Years, after ſuch an abandon'd Courſe, as he 
had run, he e in the Amorouſneſs and 
Gaiety of his Youth, and ſpent his Time in 
Gallantry and Amuſement, inſtead of making his 
Peace with the affronted Majeſty of Heaven. Not 
to add, that Age is naturally ſerious, grave, -and 
ſententious, but here are very few Marks of any 
2 of that Kind. All is youthful, ſprightly, jo- 
cund, and amorous, and as inconſiſtent with the 
Hoarineſs of Age, as it is natural to the Gaiety of 
Youth. Beſides, if we follow the Order the wile 
Son of Sirach has given us [3], (an Author, whoſe 
Teſtimony weighs more with me, than a Million of 
Talmuds) it will be but natural to look upon this as 
one of the firſt Pieces of Solomon's compoſing. For 
he ſays of that Monarch, The Countries marvelled at 
thee, for SONGS, and Proverbs, and Parables, 
and Interpretations. — But to ſubjoin yet ſomething 
that will put this Point out of Diſpute ; It is evident, 
from many undeniable Paſſages in it, that it muſt 
have been occaſion'd by his Marriage with one of 
the many Queens he wedded : It has, in every 


Iz] Ecclus xlvii. 17. 


Point, 
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Point, the Air of a Compoſition of that ſort z and 
therefore, the Date of it muſt be fix*d to the Days 
of his Youth, when it is moſt probable he took to 
him that Variety of ſtrange Wives. Nay there are 
ſome Paſſages in it, that will lead us to conclude 
which of them it was deſign'd to compliment; and 
if this can be ſatisfactorily fix'd, and the Date of 
his Marriage with her diſcover'd, we ſhall then, in 
all Probability, have found out the Time of his 
compoling this Poem. — Now it ſeems univerſally 
to be believ'd, that the Princeſs of Zgypt was the 
Lady celebrated in it; and tho? I have not yet ſeen 
any Arguments advanc'd to confirm this Conjecture, 

et as ſome Paſſages in the Piece itſelf will agree 

r with her than with any of his Queens, this 
ſeems to be ſufficient Ground for ſuppoling it ad- 
dreſs'd to her. For Inſtance; ſhe is ſaid to be 
black, but comely [4]; and it is manifeſt, this De - 
ſcription will ſerve the Princeſs of Egypt better than 
any of the neighbouring Nations. — Solomon com- 
pares her to à Company of Horſes in Pharaoh's Cha- 
riot; and how ſtrange, and almoſt unintelligible, 
would this Compariſon have been, had it been ad- 
dreſsꝰd to any — than the Daughter of that Mo- 
narch? Whereas, if intended for her, it is polite, 
perſpicuous, and beautiful. — He calls her too 4 
King's Daughter ; and that Title agrees well with 
the Princeſs of Egypt, tho? we are not ſure it would 
do ſo with any other of his Seven hundred Wives, 
notwithſtanding they are call'd Princeſſes {5}: For 
we are not any where told, that any one of the 


m 
was the Daughter of a King; and they might ver 


very 
properly be term'd Princeſſes, (tho? not of Royal Ex- 
traction) as they were the Wives of Solomon, and to 


[4] Reſpicitur — hic ad colorem uxoris Salomonis, filia 
raonis, nam ÆEgyptii ſunt nigri, vel certe nigricantes, ſeu © 
ſubnigri. Piſcator in locum. 7 0g 
[5] 3 Kings xi. 3. OR es 
diſtinguiſh 
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diſtinguiſh them from his Concubines, —. Beſides, we 
may add, that his particular Fondneſs for the Prin- 


ceſs of Egypt, who ſeems to have been his firſt Love, 
and for whom he built a particular Palace, and had 


a greater Regard than he ſhew'd to any of the reſt, 
would naturally prompt him to ſignalize ſo illuftri- 


ous a Favourite with a Compliment of this ſort. ©” 


Nay, his -particular Attachment to this Lady, more 


than to any other of the Beauties of the Seraglio, 


(beſides thoſe Inſtances of his Affection) ſeems to be 
recorded in Scripture— Solomon loved many ſtrange 
Women,' together with the Daughter of Pharaoh [6]. 
— Why, when he had Seven hundred Wives, is ſhe 
prion mention'd, if his Love to her had not 

publickly known to have been ſuch, as, it 
might have been expected, would have induc'd him 
to have-been faithful to that Princeſs. — It being 
then highly reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that the Daugh- 


ter of Pharaoh is the Princeſs celebrated in the 
Canticles, we have but to inquire the Time of their 


Nuptials to fix, in all Probability, the Date of this 
Compoſition. And this, we find, was almoſt im- 
mediately after the Death of his Father David, when, 
to ſtrengthen himſelf in his Kingdom, he made an 
Alliance with Pharaoh King of Egypt, and, to con- 
firm it by the Tie of Affinity, took his Daughter 


to him to Wife. — Now all this duly conſider'd, 


it cannot be denied, that this Poem was wrote in the 
Days of his Youth, at a Period of Life that is not 
converſant much in ſpiritual Myſteries ; nay, and 
likewiſe, that it was wrote before he had been in 
any diſtinguiſh'd Manner favour'd of the Lord; 
before God had vouchſaf d to promiſe him that 
Wiſdom he ſo prudently and devoutly aſk'd of 


him. And is it probable, that what was thus wrote 


in the Height of Youth and Spirits, ſhould contain 


[6] 1 Kings xi. U. 
| ſuck 
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ſuch divine Myſteries ? Or that that which was evi- 
dently pen'd before he had any Aſſurance of the Di- 
vine Wiſdom to affiſt him, (and conſequently when 
he muſt have been, with regard to the Point of Inſpi- 
ration, upon the ſame Footing with the reſt of his 
Brethren the Children of 1fael.; ) is it, I ſay, to be 
imagin'd, that what was thus compos'd in an unin- 
ſpir'd State ſhould have been dictated by the Holy 
Spirit? Nay, asit is pretty evident from what has been 
ſaid above, that it was occaſion'd by his Marriage 
with Pharaoh's Daughter; is it to be ſuppos'd, that 
what was pen'd in the Height-of Mirth and Gaiety, 
ſhould contain things ſo ſerious, awful, and impor- 
tant; that this Strain of Gallantry ſhould have a la- 
tent View to one of the moſt ſublime and exalted 
Points in the Chriſtian Oeconomy ; or that a Marrj- 
age, contracted contrary to the expreſs Command of 
God [7], ſhould give Riſe to a raptur d Account of 
the inviolable Union of Chriſt and ſincere Believers ? 
I am fatisfied, I need not have faid all this, and 
that much leſs would have convinc'd every intelli- 
gent and impartial Reader, that it is abſurd to give 
this Book of Solomon any other but a literal Interpre- 
tation. But as there is a Variety in the Diſpoſitions 
of Mankind, I was deſirous of indulging it, as I did 
not know, but that might appear ſatisfactory to one, 
which did not ſeem ſo to another; and ſo, amidſt. 
this great Variety of Arguments, every one might 
meet with ſomething that would put him out of 
Doubt of the Truth of what I advance. Beſides, 
as this Attempt will probably be charg'd with No- 
velty, and as that is the moſt dreadful Imputation 
that can now-a-days befal any Performance, it was 
adviſeable, upon my own account, to ſhew the 
World, that I did not embrace the Sentiments I 
offer to its Conſideration, but upon the moſt full 
and ſatisfactory Reaſons. = And let the Determina- 
[7] See Exod, xxxiv. 16, es 


tion 
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tion of the World, as to this Point, be what it will, 
this one I am certain of, that they would not, 
in Matters of much leſs Moment, take up with ſuch 
trifling Evidence, as has been offer d in favour of this 
Book of 2 yp — leſs Evidence 2 
_ in an Affair of ſuch Importance, as the di- 
vine Inſpiration of a Book undeniably is, is to me 
ſtrange and inconceivable. Certainly Chriſtianity is 
tot in ſuch State and Circumſtances, as to induce 
us to admit this Book as Revelation upon leſs ſub- 
ſtantial Reaſons than we would admit any other: 
Certainly the Religion of the bleſſed Jeſus is not 
come to ſo low and deſponding an Ebb, as to make 
us, for our Cotrifort and Encouragements, either 
wiſh or defire this Book ſhould have been divinely 
2 if it de found, upon Inquiry, not to be 
y ſo. And yet it ſhould ſeem, by the greater 
Part of the Chriftian World having thus reſted their 
Hearts upon the Garlic of Egypt, as if the Followers 
of Chriſt wanted Aſſurances of the mutual Love be- 
tween him and his Church. But, bleſſed be God, 
we have no need to kan thus upon a broken Reed; 
for we have many comfortable Aſſurances of this 
Point in both Teſtaments : In the New, in many 
and indiſputable Places; and in the Old, in-very 
full and appoſite Terms. — And as the particular 
State of Chriſtianity puts us under no Neceſſity of 
embracing Falſhood, to confirm and eſtabliſh it; 
ſo neither does Revelation in general. Tyutbis not 
the leſs ſo for its being found. There is, and has 
been fach a thing as Error in the World; and con- 
ſequently Revelation can never ſuffer in the leaſt, 
by chat, which is evidently not ſuch, being look'd 
upon in the Light the Author ſeems originally to 
have intended it. Nay its Authority will be ſo far 
from being weaker d by our taking fuch a Step, 
that excluding one from the inſpir d Volumes, that 
evidently wants all the Signatures of 8 
"IN wg 
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muſt neceſſarily add to the Authority of thoſe that 
remain; inaſmuch as Truth is ſo far from needing 
or receiving any additional Weight from Falſhood, 
that it clearly ſuffers, in its intrinſic Value by being 
conjoin'd with it. Religion wants no Support from 
ſuch feeble Crutches; and to repreſent it with ſuch, 
cannot but be thought to ſuppoſe a Weakneſs, in 
ſtead of doing it an Honour, _ 

To proceed now, in the Third Place, to inquire 
what the Song of Solomon really is, ſince it has been 
thus clearly found, not to be what many would fondly 
imagine it. — And here we may, without any He- 
ſitation, aſſert, that it is of the Paſtoral Kind. 
There are not indeed Zotidem verbis Shepherds and 
Shepherdeſſes introduc'd in it. The Perſonages, 
it muſt be confeſs'd, are of a more diſtinguiſh'd Cha- 
racter. But yet the Scenes are entirely Paſtoral, 
and the Sentiments of this Piece are evidently ſuch 
as are not near ſo agreeable to any other Way of 
Writing, We. have every where in it Vineyards, 
Flocks, Flowers, Birds, Trees, Gardens, Foun- 
tains, Love, Beauty, Simplicity, and Nature, Nay 
all its Ideas are in a manner borrow'd from Rural 
Scenes. At leaſt, there are as few Inſtances of this 
Rule's being tranſgreſs'd, as there are in any of the 
ancient Paſtorals. To inſtance this would be, to 
quote the Whole of it: But I will, however, put be- 
tore the Reader ſome Paſſages that are as undeni- 
ably of the Paſtoral Kind, as any in Virgil or Theo- 
critus; and, I think, have not leſs of Beauty. 

How ſimple and natural is the following in the 
Mouth of a Shepherdeſs ? —Tell me, O thou whom my 
Soul loveth, where thou feedeſt, where thou makeſt thy 
Flocks to reſt at Noon, leſt I be as one that turneth 
afide by the Flocks of thy Companions. — And how 
Shepherd-like the Reply to it If thou know not, O 
thou faireſt among Women, go thy Way forth by the Foot- 
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Reps of the Flock, and feed thy Kids befides the Shep. 
And I charge you, O ye Daughters of Fernſaltm, 
by the Roes, and by the 2 Pele — ye. 
ſtir not up, nor awake my Love, till be pleaſe, is un- 
deniably the 8 of Paſtoral, in which to ad · 
jure by their Flocks is natural and beautiful. 
As Spring is the moſt beautiful Seaſon of the 
Tear, and as the Rural Scenes appear then in all 
their Charms, a juſt Deſcription of it muſt add great 
Beauty to a Paſtoral; and we have here one drawn 
with ſuch Sweetneſs and Simplicity, that it is but 
Juſtice to ſay I think it equal to any I have ſeen :— 
Riſe up, my Love, my. fair One, and come away. For 
lot the Winter is paſt, the Rain is over, and gone. 
The Flowers appear on the Earth, the Time of the 
Singing of Birds is come, and the Voice of the Turtle is 
heard in our Land. The Fig-Tree putteth forth ber 
green Figs, andthe Vines with the tender Grapes give 
a good Smell, Ariſe, my Love, my fair One, and come 
away [8]. . 


[8] Thoſe who have been converſant in the Writers on the 
Song of Solomem cannot but know, that the penetrating Commen- 
tators of the Church of Rome have diſcover'd the Virgin Mary in 
it ; and we have, in Craſbaav, (a Poet Mr. Pope ſpeaks of with 
Reſpe&) a very beautiful Imitation of this Paſſage applied to 


Hark ! how the dear immortal Dove 
Sighes to his Sylver Mate, Riſe up, my Love" 
Riſe up, my Fair, my ſpottleſs one! 
The Winter's paſt, the Rain is gone; 
© © The Spring is come, the Flow'rs _— 
No Sweets, but thou, are wanting here. 
Come away, my Love, 
Come away my Dove! caſt off Delay; 
The Court of Heav'n is come 
To wait upon thee home : Come, come away;} 
The Flow'rs appear, | 
Or quickly would, wert thou once here. 


th 
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Thy Lips, O my Spouſe, drop as the Honeycomb: 
Hong and Milt are un thy Tongue, and the Smell 

thy Garments is like the Smell of Lebanon. A Gar- 
45 incloſed is my Siſter, my Spouſe; a Spring ſhut up, 
a Fountain ſealed. Thy Plants are an Orchard of 
Pomegranalcs, with pleaſant Fruits, Campbire with 
Spikenard. Spikenard and Safron, Calamus and Cu- 
namon, with all Trees of Frankincenſe,  Myrrhe and 
Aloes, with all the chief Spices: A Fountain of Gar- 
dens, a Well of living Waters, and Streams from Le- 
banon—are Paſſages of the greateſt Elegance ; and 
tho* the former Part has been 9 by other — 
thors, yet to paint the Purity of his Miſtreſs, by 
Garden inclos d, and a Fountain ſeaPd, is, I tt 
65 peculiar to this * as it is proper and beau- 
tiful. 

Come, my Beloved, let us go forth into the Held 3 
let us lodge in the Villages, Let us get up early to the 
Vineyards, let us ſee, if the Vine flouriſh, whether 
the tender Grape 2 2 and tbe Pamegranates 
bud forth—ſeems like a Heart panting after the 
Sweets of Nature and the Country. There is not 
one Copulative in the Original. to ſo many Verbs, 
The Scene ſcems to have been too engaging, and to 
have open'd too faſt upon the Author not to have 
occaſion'd Swiftneſs in his Manner of Expreſſion. 
And I make no Queſtion, but, if this Rabe "0s 


The Spring is come, or if it tay, 

'Tis to keep Time with thy Delay. 

The Rain is gone, except ſo much as we 
Detain in needful Drops to weep the Want of thee, 


The Winter's paſt, 

Or if he makes leſs haſte, . 
His Anſwer is, Why ſhe does ſo: 
If Summer come not, how can Winter goe ? 

Come away, come away! 
The ſhrill Winds chide, the Waters weep thy Stay; 
The Fountains murmur, and each loftyeſt Tree 
Bows low'ſt his heavy Top to look for thee, 
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occurr'd in any Greek or Roman Author, it would 
have been frequently quoted as a remarkable Beau- 
ty. — But however that be, the following cannot 
poffibly be excell'd, if equall'd; by any thing in 
Set me as a Seal upon thine Heart, as a Scal upon 
thine Arm: For Love is ſtrong as Death, Fealouſy is 
eruel as the Grave: The Coals thereof are Coals of 
Fire, which hath a moft violent Flame. Many Wa- 
ters cannot quench Love, neither tan the Floods drown 
it : If a Man would give all the Subſtance of his Houſe 
for Love, it would utterly be contemned: How juſt 
and beautiful are the Thoughts even in mere Proſe ! 
and how would they then have appear'd, if a Pope, 
a Philips, or a Gay, had adorn'd this Sweetneſs and 
and Elegancy ot Thought with their Harmony of 
Numbers! Certainly, if it can be hereafter ſhown, 
that the Original hath any thing of that ſort, it muſt 
indeed be acknowledg'd, that, in a poetical Senſe, 
the Author may have been inſpir'd. 
There are other Reaſons beſides this, of the Mat- 
ter of it, to induce us to rank the Song of Solomon 
among the antient Paſtorals.— The frequent Re- 
tition of the ſame Paſſages is a very material 
Proof of its being a Poem of that kind. To in- 
ſtance this: I charge ye, O ye Daughters of Jeruſalem, 
that ye ſtir not up, nor awake my Love till he pleaſe, 
occurs no Jeſs than three times. Fine Eyes are the 
ſame Number of Times very beautifully compar'd 
to tlioſe of a Dove. And Solomon twice compliments 
his Princeſs with her Hair being like a Flock of Goats 
that appear from Mount Gilead; her Teeth like a 
Flock of Sheep, that are even born, which go up from 
the Waſhing, whereof every one beareth Twins, and 
there is not one barren among them; and her Temples 
like a Piece of Pomegranate within her Locks. To 
omit many other Repetitions, which the Reader of 
this Piece cannot avoid obſerving. — Now it is ir 
: n 
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nifeſt, that ſuch Repetitions are quite agreeable to 


the Nature of Paſtoral; that we meet with them in 
all the ancient and modern Writers of this Claſs ; 


and conſequently that they are uſual, natural, and 


beautiful. 

It has too another thing, which tho? not abſo- 
lutely requiſite in a Paſtoral, yet, as it is an uſual 
Concomitant of it, will incline us very much to 
look upon itas ſuch : For it isevidently a Dialogue, 
in which Solomon and his Princeſs bear the greateſt 
Part, and the Companions of his Princeſs a ſmall 
one. Tho' I cannot perceive (what all our Com- 
mentators have hitherto agreed in aſſuring us) that 
the Friends of Solomon have any Share in it. — Nor 
will it be abſolutely trivial to obſerve, in favour of 
of its being a Paſtoral, that'even thoſe who ſeem to 
be ſatisfied of the Juſtneſs of its Claim to a Place 
among the authentic Scriptures, yet confirm this 
Opinion of it, by calling it a divine Paſtoral [9]. 

Tho' if that be not of much Weight, yet it cer- 
tainly muſt be very material to obſerve, that Theo- 
critus, in his 1gyilia, has moſt undemably copied 


ſeveral Paſſages of it; and it cannot be ſuppos'd he 


would have done ſo, if he had not look'd upon it as 


a Paſtoral, and thought the Paſſages he imitated 
perfectly agreeable to that Way of Writing, Now 
as the proving this will not only greatly aſcertain 
this Point, but alſo be an agreeable-Entertainment 
to the Reader, I ſhall now lay before him thoſe 
Places of Theocritus, that the Sameneſs of Thought, 
and ſometimes the Sameneſs of Expreſſion, have in- 
clin'd me to think were borrow'd from this Book 
of Solomon. 


H yag £yuy vi £6w70s eg 2Iav £Ax0prtu nan (1] 


[9] Trap's Lectures on Poetry, leR. xiv. and Blaskwal/'s In- 
traduction to the Claſſics, p. 100. 
[1] 1dyl. i. line 130. 
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is not very different from er, rer αν,EÜwt 6 
LXX. For Jam ſick of Love. (Bib. Verſ.) But 


Mita Ta; dacuvxtexcs anhwntxar, au To Mixwvyos 
Ate Quirwoau T6 ToIionrea payitorrs [2]. 


is apparently the fame Thought with [lattre: 1 
EAWTExA5 U τ,νεσ aQavitortas TREE apiinwvaes. Take ts 


Ibe Foxes, the little Foxes that ſpoil-the Vines, 


Adv T1 to gc ru, has EG1pebory M AH Para” 
Kegtooov purATopuryw TEV akyejhts 1 pen AνẽEj8 | 3]. 


it has been obſerv'd by Mr. Blackwall [A], appears 


much like this Paſſage in the Septuagint, Kygiov ar- 
5%(801 Ta XFiAy oz, NuvuOn, pen nar , vis Thy 
wAworar os. Thy Lips, O my Spouſe, drop as the Ho- 
neycomb; Honey and Milk are under thy Tongue, 
A Paſſage well worthy his Imitation! And indeed 
Theocritus ſeems to have had that juſt Eſteem for the 
Sweetneſs and Delicacy of this Thought that it de- 
ſerves ; for he has imitated it in another Place, 


To Sour tau mAXTOS YAVKERWTIEOY® ke SOpUatrwy os | 
| Eggee u Quye yAvxegwrees 1 Emu 51. | 


In the Tenth Idyl. 115 MY 


* Boubuxes Xattooa, Lveay xuatori TV r,, 
Ioxyav, anoxavsey* fyw df jaovor MEAIXAWEEY. 
Kau To Tov prAay ir, xa & Yearre u 
AN turTas © 1016 StPavois Ta mewre Ar. 


ſeems to be a beautiful Imitation of Mexauwa wp ry, 


x8 xaky, He Tegyranyypy ws Cryvwuara Kydap, we 
Grppers Eanopuer. My HA ert ut, ors e ef- fperpubAavopuerys 
or TagtEneer pr O nav. I am black, but comeſy. 


[2] Idyl. v. L 112. 

3] Idyl. viii. I. 82. 

4 Introduction, &c. p. 100, . 
[5] Idyl. xx. I. 26. . | 004 oc 


' Look 
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Look not upon me, becauſe I am black, becauſe the Sun 
| * looked upon me. Anda few Lines below, 


— — 0 u nodes Seay any TeV, 
"A Quve _ T&UXVE" roy d au TgoToy gun 22 uren. 


it is not improbable was copied from Solomon's agu 
chycav deva c ty vrodypuant -i Agaie 0% Weats 
How beautiful are thy Feet with — * Speech 
zs comely. 


In like Manner 


Sorrie & a urg, un tynvxve vive e ft, 
O1Xn & eu us io, oa yAvxve viIvog avy ja 8 


is manifeſtly the ſame Turn of Thought with Gg 
adiaÞids ps xeze £71 Thr Ng, Aveo , y TA αα, 
aden 4 — Helge ro df A due 

ran. I 15 "he Voice of my Beloved that knock 


— I opened to my Beloved, but my Beloved Bad 
withdrawn himſelf. 

In the Eighteenth of his "Idyllia, which is on the 

the ſame Subject with the Song of Solomon, (being an 
 Epithalamium on the Marriage of Menelaus with 
Helen ) there are many Paſſages, which he muſt be 
incredulous indeed, Sha will not think they were 
copied from the Canticles, F or 


* 


Tergaus uro r ug & eddie 
Tav d av ric al $74 x, E Nur rate · : 
Has the neareſt Affinity with Eurer rt 601 Baoikiooas 
N 0yFonxo)e -an, xa veandes wy ovx £54 ag por. 
Maa £54 teste un, TEAGIH HN. There are threejcore 
eens, and four ſcore Concubines, and Virgins without 
umber. My Dove, my Undefled is but one. And 


Aus aur xaev ditOauye rgogwiar, = 
Torrie vvE att 
Qdi xa & Xevoea Exe dieQainer' #1 nan. 
is exactly ric awTh v u ages og gl. N be js 
[6] Idyl. xi. I. 21, 
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115 that looketh forth ; as the Morn ? Asi is « % 


H nxavw xvTHoiooo, » ages Oy (TT 


undeniably Solomon's Borgue rue Kungy w aug 


Ery4%% —and Ty me ps ty 25 Dagaw oH 
e is ĩt improbable but x n 


$ Y 8 $poper nes x tie Nele 38 ws 
e 5tPavus Jenievurrar adv aviorras. 


may have been borrowed from ANG us ne as 
X1YT0V auTy tis QiGAGs TE & WjheTOFy £01 [AGEL BY XK TOLS 
Xa FVAAgyev xewe. My Beloved is gone into his Gar- 
den, 10 the Beds of Spices, to feed in the G ardens, and 
to gather Lilies. 

The Twenty-third Idyl gives us what Mr. 
Blackwal} look*d upon as one of the fineſt T of 
Thought in Theocritus, 


—— — uA ggg 
Eg a rev ptv Nr ⁰αν,j 07% Aoyos uu eTHTON, 
Zuvor rot e2wrs T0. Oaguarxor, e ro AD 
AM rayy onov ewro aber mort yerhes peru, 
Ou u Tg oCtoow Tov $j40v ToJ ov, on 


'And that great Critic was of Opinion, that there 
was a ſtrong Probability of the laſt Line's being 
copied from that great Original, Tue wav ov Juvy- 
rer oCtoo TY ayany, xa Traps Ov CVYKAVOsOIV 
avryy, Many Waters cannot quench Love, neither 
can the Floods drown it. Nor | is it _ A 
that even this 


© Koey, Aufov $1404 ey AR, oy e PIO? eva, 
Aad. Avvp ids re tuen euargadwarxumagooulg), 


Theocritus might have an Eye to this of the Canti- 
cles, Tell me—where thou fe eſt, where thou makeſt 
thy Flocks to reſt at Noon, &c. &c. Or, that in the 
laſt Line of the . Idyllium, 


[9] Idyl. xxvü. l. 44. 
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AN 


f : AM T*61% amaku oha rg t medeorouat. 2 


he might think of $1aycaro us aro Sure 

guru, Let him kiſs me with the Kiſſes of his Mouth. 
So many and ſo remarkable are the Places in 
which Theocritus ſeems to have copied the Song of 
Solomon; and tho? all theſe Inſtances are not alike 
certain and undeniable, yet all are greatly probable : 
For tho* any two Authors may accidentally agree 
in a few Particulars, 55 it is not to be imagin'd 
their Thoughts ſhould be ſo ſimilar in ſo many 
Places, unleſs the one had borrow'd from the other; 
eſpecially as this Piece of Solomon's is manifeſtly 
but a ſhort one, and the 1dy/lia of Theocritus are 
not many in Number, 9 | 
And if it ſhould be aſk'd how this could poſſibly 
be, or what Probability there is, that Theocritas 
ever ſaw the Song of Solomon, and ſo had an Oppor- 
tunity of borrowing from it; the Anſwer is very 


eaſy. For it is well known, that Theocritus flou- 


riſh'd- in the Court of Ptolemy Philadelpbus, under 
whom the Hebrew Bible was tranſlated into Greek. 
We have ſeveral Teſtimonies, in his Writings, of 


his being at Alexandria with that Prince. His Fif- - 


teenth dy] deſcribes a pompous Feaſt celebrated 
there by Ar/inoe, Ptolemy's Queen, in honour of 
Adonis. The Seventeenth 1dyl is wholly a Panegy- 
Tic on that Prince; and towards the End of his 
Fourteenth 1dy/, he gives ſo noble a Character of 
that Mzcenas of Learning, that I cannot avoid 
tranſcribing it. 

| — Eu eg 0515 agg, 
Evyvapauy, QiNouaceg, £ewrixog, eig axgov α 
Eiday Toy QrAtovTa, Tov & GING £71 pactAAov” 
TloAnois moAke didss* aurtvpuroeg, 8% avartvur* 
Os xe1 C 


It being then evident, that he muſt have been at 
che Court of Alexandria, and very probable, _— 
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theſe Encomiums on him, that he was in great Fa- 
vour with Pto{emy, it is but natural to think, that 
he muſt have heard of ſo extraordinary a Book as 
the Bible, the Tranſlation of which muſt undaubt. 
edly have been much talk'd of at that Time. And 
it fo, we cannot but ſuppoſe, that one of Theocriius's 
Taſte and Politeneſs, would have an irreſiſtible Cu- 


tioſtty to ſee and peruſe it; and that he would be 


moſt ſtruck with that Part of it, which was con- 
verſant about the ſame Subject he uſually wrote on. 
Nay, we have a Commentator [3] of no {mall Note, 
who goes fo far as to ſay,  ** Eſt veriſimile hominem 
« doctum et rei amatoriæ bucolicam operam na- 
« vantem gccepiſſe a Pltolemæs bucolicum hoc et 
t amatorium Canticum, imo et egifſe de hac re cum 
« LXXIII interpretibus et ab ipfis Epithalamii bujus 
« partes, & leges didicifſe.” J 16 £7 
It is then manifeſt, that many Paſſages in Theo» 
eritus do not only ſeem to have been drawn from 
the Canticles, but that that illuſtrious Poet had a very 
Fair and probable Opportunity of reading and imi- 
tating them; and conſequently the Proof of this 
later Point greatly corroborates the former, For 
if it was not from theſe undeniable Circumſtances 
reaſonable to think Theocritus ſaw the Writings bf 
the Old Teftament, we could not with any Degree 
of Aſſurance pretend to ſay, that. he really. copied 
from them, which yet the Knowledge of that Point, 
added to the great Agreement in their Thoughts 
and Expreſſions, gives us juſt Graunds to aſſert, 
Let tho' this Song of Solomon is thus undeniably ſimi- 
har to the Prince of Paſtoral Poets in ſa many Places, 
and for that, and ſeveral ather unanſwerable Reaſons, 
of Canſequence itſelf a Paſtoral z we are not to expect 
that it ſhould be in every thing of the ſame Stamp 


with ſome others that have been handed down to us. 


4 4 1 R £ any + # a 7 5 
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We know, that even Virgil and Theocritus have 
greatly fail d on this Subject; and that few, very 

ew of thoſe Pieces they have left us, come up to 
what we, Moderns, look upon as Paſtoral. So that 
if Solomon has fail'd here, and introduc'd ſome Ideas 
that are not to be juſtified in this Way of Writing, 
we are to conſider, that Poets, (with Reverence I 
fay it) not inferior to himſelf, have fail'd in the ſame 


anner. e wp there is, I think, yet a more fatiſ- 


factory Reaſon to be given for the Difference of 
Manner and Style in Solomon from other Paſtoral 
Writers. For it is obvious to obſerve, the Eaſtern 
Taſte muſt have been of another Stamp to ours. 
The Objects they were converſant with were widely 
different from thoſe we are acquainted with; and 


conſequently their Ideas muſt differ likewiſe. And 


hence would naturally ariſe Thoughts ſtrange to a 
modern Ear, Compariſons that are too labour'd for 
the Simplicity of Paſtoral, and Ideas that do not in 
the leaſt agree with the Notion we entertain of it. 
But yet this is no juſt ObjeCtion to this Piece bei 
of that Claſs. For ſince Nature has form'd dif- 
ferent Geniuſes for different Climates, our Phlegm 
| ſhould not prejudice us againſt their Fire; nor, 
"ſince the Scenes vary as the Climate varies, if a 
Writer draw from what appear'd before him, and 


in a Manner agreeable to his own natural Taſte, 


tho? he differ from what we think juſt, as much as 
the Language he writes in differs from ours, ſhould 
we, for that Reaſon, eſteem him the worſe Poet? 
But however that be, as this Book of So/omen is 
thus evidently a P and its Sentiments and 
Manner are undeniably Poetical, one would natu- 
rally to find its Language Poetical likewife. 
When I fay this, I do not mean, that one ſhould 
expect to find it conſiſt of Rhime with the Genera- 
lity of modern Paſtorals, or of Hexameter or Penta- 


meter with the Greek and Roman; but what I men 


is, 
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60 A DISSERTATION ON | 
is, that one would, for the above-ſpecify'd Reaſons, 
| to find the Canticles conſiſt of a Metre ſuit- 
able to the Language it is wrote in. And it really 
is, as one would naturally expect it. The Lan- 

age is as much Poetry as the Sentiments are. 
For to every one, who is the leaſt acquainted with 
the Hebrew Tongue, and with the Diſcovery that 
has been made with to the ancient Poetry 
of it, it muſt be manifeſt, that nothing confirms 
that Diſco more than this Book of Solomon; and 
I have to aſſure the Reader, that the very firſt 
Time I ever examin'd this Piece in the Original, it 


naturally divided itſelf into that Meafure he will 


find in the following Pages. I do not ſay more 
eaſily than the Bock of Proverbs or Fob did with 
Dr. Grey, but much more ſo I am confident, than 


many of the Pſalms could with the firſt Diſcoverer, 


the learned Biſhop Hare, Nay, as this Diſcovery 
had long been one of the Defiderata in Literature, 
and this Piece of Solomon's ſo readily turns into the 
Meaſure I have put it, it is ſurprizing to me, when 
ſo many Men of Learning and Ingenuity were 
ſecking after the antient Hebrew Poetry; that they 
had not conſulted this confeſſedly poetical Book, 
where it is impoſſible that any of the Schemes be- 
fore propos d for the Recovery of the ancient 
Poetry, ſhould take place, and impoſſible too for 


any one to read it, with a proper Attention, with- 


out falling into that Meaſure into which it is now 
divided, as the Senſe and the Metre ſo generally 
agree together, that there is ſeldom a Pauſe in the 
Senſe but the Metre pauſes too. | 
There has been fo much, and fo unanſwerably 
faid, by the late Biſhop of Chicheſter, and Dr. Grey, 
for the Diſcovery in general, that it is unneceſſary 
for me to ſpeak any thing more on this Head, than 
what may particularly relate to the Song of Solomon; 
and that is only to point out the Meaſures that "my | 
; | us C 
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us'd in it. And here, as in all the other poetical 
Parts of Scripture, we meet with an agreeable Va- 
riety of Jambic and Trochaic Verſes. lambic and 
Trochaic they have been call'd, not that they any 
farther agree with thoſe Meaſures in the Greek and 
Roman Poets, than in its being neceſſary to put the 
Accent on the firſt, third, fifth, Sc. Syllables, or 
upon the ſecond, fourth, ſixth, Fc. No the 
Iambics may, thro' the whole, be reduc'd to ei- 
ther the Dimeter Catalectic, and ſo conſiſt of three 
Feet and a half, or ſeven Syllables; or to the Di- 
meter Hypercatalectic, that is four Feet and a half, 
or nine Syllables. This is all the Latitude that is 1 
here allow'd in the Iambic Meaſures. And the 41] 
Trochaic are confin'd to the ſame Number, there 5 
being but two ſorts to be obſerv'd of them, that is, 15 
the Trochaic Dimeter Brachycatalectic, which is . 
three Eeet, or ſix Syllables, and the Trochaic Di- vil 
meter Acatalect, which is four Feet, or eight Sylla- 16 
bles; and there is not one Period thro' the whole | 
that will not come under one of theſe Denomina- 
tions, but what we have the greateſt Reaſon to ſup- 
poſe-corrupted, and where I have accordingly took 
the Liberty of offering an Emendation, Nor do 1 
think, that my having preſum'd to do ſo needs any 
Apology. For even in thoſe Parts of Scripture, 
that are confeſſedly inſpir'd, every true Critic muſt 
acknowledge, that Emendations of this ſort are of- 
ten neceſſary ; and therefore in this, which has been 
undeniably prov'd not to have been dictated by the 
Holy Spirit, and which conſequently (as being upon 
the ſame Footing with any other Piece of Antiquity) | 
may have ſuffer d by Time, and the Careleſſneſs of 1 
Tranſcribers, ſuch a Liberty is the more allowable. i 

Nay, inſtead of being ſurpriz'd to find, that it has | 
been at all corrupted, we ſhould rather wonder, 
that a Poem, which tho' not the oldeſt, yet is cer- 


tainly 


* 


62 A DISSERTATION ON | 
_ fainly the- oldeſt of its kind in the World, ſhould 
have come down to us ſo perfect as it has. 
I I know of nothing elſe of any Moment, that can 
be objected to the Diviſion I have made of the ſe- 
veral Periods of it. For I am ſatisfied, there are 
tew Places that can be alter d without conſiderably 
wyuring. the Harmony of them. — Tho“ 
fome may think, that ſo. frequent a Change in the 
Nature of the Meaſure (ſcarce any two Periods to- 
gether being without a Mixture of Iambics and 
Trochaics, and thoſe of different Lengths) is a Proof, 
that I have not divided the ſeveral Periods of it in 
the Manner they ought to be. But if this be an 
Objection, it is an Objection to the Diſcovery in ge- 
neral, as well as to my Diviſion of the Song of Solo- 
mon: For the Meaſures are as various, or perhaps 
more ſo, in other Books, than they are in this; an& 
ſo, if this be an Imperfection, it is an Imperfection 
in the Nature of the Poetry itſelf, and not in the 
Diſcovery that has been made of it. Tho? I 
am ſo far from looking upon it as ſuch, that I 
eſteem it a great Beauty. For as the Hebrew 
Poetry undoubtedly conſiſts not in the Quantity, 
but Number of Syllables, if a determin'd Num- 
ber had been laid down, and this Rule never 
to have been varied, ſuch a continued Monotony 
would have had ſo ſtrange an Effect upon the Ear, 
that. no judicious Lover of Harmony could poſſibly 
have read ten Lines together with any ſort of 
Patience. Whereas, as it is now, this frequent 
Change in the Meaſure, ſerves to the ſame Purpoſe 
with the Alteration of the Pauſe in Engliſh 
Verſe, which, as the nice Obſervers in our Poet 
tell us, if it be not frequently varied, the Lines lo 
much of their Muſic and Beauty. . 
There is indeed one Imperfection in che Hebrew 
Poetry not ſo eaſily excus'd; and that is, that the 
Metrical Accent rarely coincides with the 1 
| =; tom'd 
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tom'd Way of Speaking, and fo we are almoſt every 
Line oblig'd to pronounce a Syllable long (and 
vier ver ſa) in Metre, which we have the 

Reaſon to think would have been otherwiſe in 
Proſe. But perhaps the Reaſon of this may be, 
Poetry was but in its Infancy in the Days when 
thoſe Hebrew Pieces, we have left, were wrote; and 


therefore that Perfection is not to be expected in 
them, to which, by having been more cultivated 


than almoſt any other Art, it afterwards arriv*d. 
Tho' I muſt ingenuouſly own I rather think the true 
Reaſon of this is is, that, in the Hebrew Tongue, 
Poetry is not capable of being brought to any 
greater Perfection; and that the Nature of the 
Language is an immovable Bar to any ee 
Improvements in its Meaſures. 

Perhaps, indeed, ſome will think all this trifling 
and impertinent, and that it is not a Matter of any 
Conſequence, whether the Meaſures I offer are thoſe 


it was originally wrote in, or whether the Song of 


Solomon be really Metre or not. Tho I can hardly 
perſuade myſelf, that any can chink in this Man- 
ner, as I am confident it is impoſſible for even 
thoſe who do not underſtand the Hebrew, to run 
over the maſoretical Reading in more modern Cha- 
racters (if they have at the ſame time a due Regard 
to the Accent) without immediately acknowledg- 
ing it to be Poetry. Let if there are any who la- 
bour under ſo ſad a Want of Taſte and Curioſity, 
they are ſtill at liberty to read this confeſſedly Poeti- 
cal Piece, as they do the Hiſtorical Books in our 
pointed Bibles, and ſo loſe one of the greateſt Or- 
naments of Poetry the Melodiouſneſs of its Mea- 
ſures; while thoſe, who have Ears more attun'd 
to Harmony, are <entertain'd with that delight- 
ful Flow of Numbers that occurs in every Patt 
of it. Probably among the later - there ' may te 


ſome, 


64 A DISSERTATION ON 
ſome, who upon reading, that Solomon [2] ſpakt- 
Three thouſand Proverbs, and his SON GS were 
4 Thouſand and five, may think, that if the reſt con- 
tain'd as many Beauties as this we have left, it is 
ity but more of them had been handed down to us. 
ho” in one Reſpect it is happy they were not, leſt 
the World, ever fond of Myſteries, had . fooliſhly 
given up their Underſtandings in finding out ſome 
As to the Engliſh Verſion that follows, it is what 
1 thought was wanting. We have had, in our 
age, that 1 know of, but two Attempts of 
this ſort [3]. The firſt was by our great Country- 
man Ainſworth: But that is a wretched one, even 
for the Time it was wrote in, and is a plain Proof, 
that a Commentator is too dry a Stock for Poetry 
to graft upon. The other is of a modern Date, 
and is, in general, ſo well executed, that if it had 
been carried thro' the Whole of it, as, being deſign'd 
for Muſic, it takes in but a few of the moſt beauti- 
ful Paſſages ; or had it not endeavour'd to be ob- 
ſcene, where, I think, it muſt be candidly acknow- 
ledg'd the Author intended nothing but what was 
modeſt and becoming, I ſhould ſcarce have had the 
Effrontery to have laid this Verſion before the 
Public. — Indeed I have not much to offer in favour 
of the Performance, and it will not be expected, 
that I ſhould ſay any thing againſt it. Thus far, 
however, it may not be improper to obſerve, that I 


2] 1 Kings iv. 32. / 

3] We are told, that Spencer wrote a Paraphraſe upon the 
Canticles; but that, with ſeveral other of his Pieces, is irrecover- 
ably loſt. * Vide Catalogum Librorum a Spen/ero ſeriptorum, 
« qui nunquam fuerint typis impreſſi, ad finem vitæ Spenſeri per 
« Editorem Calendarii, J. Ball.“ — The Reader may ſee a 
very beautiful Paraphraſe on the ſecond Chapter, in the Spectator, 
Ne 388. and a wery poetical Imitation of the whole in the FAIR 
CIRCASSIAN — 1 wiſh I could fay a: modeſt one. | 


have 


| 
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have at laſt endeavour'd to make the Canticles in- 
telligible in many Places that can hardly be ſaid to 
be ſo in our Bible-Tranſlation. It was, I muſt own, 
with ſome Difficulty, that I made ſeveral Paſſages 
give in ſuch a Senſe as might appear proper and 
conſiſtent ; and, I confeſs too, that, after all my 
Care, ſome Paſſages prov'd too hard for me. For 
there is not any apparent Connection to be obſerv'd 
in ſeveral Parts of this Poem; and one would 
wonder what Buſineſs ſome Periods have in it, or 
or how the Author came to introduce them. But 
this, I make no doubt, is more owing to our Want 
of Affiſtance in interpreting it, than to any Defect 
in the Piece itſelf. Perhaps my Verſion may be 
thought, by ſome, too much of a Paraphraſe ; but 
I can aſſure the Reader, it would have made a 
very ſtiff and aukward Appearance, if it had been 
leſs ſo; and that if he attempts but a few Periods 
of it, he will find it impoſſible, in general, to expreſs 
the Author's Senſe more conciſely than I have done. 
— This is all I have to ſay for it, and I might even 


have ſpar'd thus much; for if the Verſe be too dull 


to recommend itſelf, nothing that I can ſay in Proſe 
will ever recommend it. 
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AREORDING TO THE METRE: 


DD WR ven ve 
Jiſhkeni minſhikoth pihu wo Men ye 


ci tobim dodeca mijain : 19 TI D 15 
leri ſhemanica tobim IL T2- lard 
ſhemen thurik ſhemeca : PV PMN TY 


yal cen yalamoth ahebuca 5 are my RY 


maſhceni àxareca 1 
narutſa leriq ſhemanica. a MTV. 


hebjani hammelec xadarev, wm D JN 
nagilah veniſhmeyah bac, ÞP May) M221. 


Ling 7, It ſhould ſeem, that v ? 9 ſhould be added, a8 
well to complete the Metre, as to correſpond with the LXX, 116 
cons Huge, 08 Feapeprr, and with the Vulgate, curremus in odorem 
vngurnferuee tuorum. | 


we F ' 


nazcirah dodica mijain ; 10 MD TT M323 : 
meſharim ahebuca. 1 Z fare wh 
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ſhéxorah ani, venaval, - Ten „e Mine 
benoth jeruſhalem : eber D 
ceohols kedar, c a Tp wo 
ciriyoth ſhelomoh. 15 1 Mmymv2 
al thruni ſbani ſheyaryoreth D πνο eu N Dx 


ſheſhzapthani haſhemeſh: den Mv 
bene immi naxaru oh, rr De 3 
ſhamuni notérah ” - 32 x} Wine 
eth haceramim, carmi 20 WD PID MN 
heli lo natarthi. 2b 6 oy 
hagidah li ſhahabah Tuber „ wan 
näpſhi ah thiryeh, MAN IR in 


ecah tharbits batsharim : DTS PIN NIX 
ſhalmah ehjeh cEyontah 25 mba max nod 


val yedre yabareca. 27 n Ty by 
im lo chivvaderi laa p in de de 
hijapah bannaſhim, Tun mn 
tsci lac - beyikbe thicken, | ex y Per 
uryi eth gediothsc 30 Jeppe wh 


val miſhcenoth harovim, {yn Ma2wD by 
leſuſathi .bericbs paryoh u 2512 noby 
dimmithic rayithi. | 1 qrvan 
navu lejec bathorim, Drag pn ez 


Lint 15. As the LX x have rendered cy ye de. 
eig Eanpwr, and the Vulgate, ficur Pelles erg it is b, pro- 
bable they tead M My g. | 

Line 27. Both the Senſe and the Metre ſeem to require, that for 
yen we ſhould here read YN. 

Line 34. The LXX have rendered N nd o1ayorg 
ou os, Tevyoro;, and the Vulgate, Gene tuæ, ficut Turturis, and there- 
fore they undoubtedly read EYNNN ; not only changing the 1 
into a pat but evidently 1 the Senſe of the Word B11. 
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tuaree bizaruzim. 35. zr ff Pee 
thorg zah4b nayſheh lac, OY, 5 Ney 7 


yim 1 neknd6th haceſeph. 50 M172 By 
yad ſbchammelee bimſibo, 19023 fone 
nitdi nathan Tio, DES - . » nm 
tſeror hamsr dodi 2 5 mT Non Nv 
bin findai jalin, 1 "W 15 
Eſhcol_hacoper dodi li 5 m nn Gene 
becarme. yen gedl. 3m 1» 503 
hinnac japah rayithi ey wo 


binnac Japah vate jönim. 45 209v Y a1 Pn 


hinnac japeh dodi, ap nayim, 3 © 17 789 Þ3 


ap yarſhenv rayannah. DIM wry oe 
koroth bathinu arzim, SIM wha Mp 
| raxitenu berothim. SM wm 
ani zabſteleth haſharon, 50 fen uin e 
Thuſhannath hävamakim. tDp5yn Myw 


ceſhuſhennah bin haxoxim, cem pa mura 
cen rayithi bin habanoth. : Tan pa 437 33 


cithpuq bevatsi hajayar, en v2 Mana. 


cen dodi bin habanim: 55 Omνh pa m 3 
bitslo yimadthi, vejaſhabthi, »rnwh fen ra 


uperiv mathok lexci. ; 20 pn. v9) 
hebjani & beth hajain, mn MIR RAT 
vediglo yalai ahabah, * e wp rn 
Samcuni baſhiſhoth, 60 MWPUXI ND 
rapduni bathpuzim, mana W 
ci x9ath. ahabah ani, 23 une nam 


"' Line 47. The LXX tender WAP. "DN, go; cim dr per- 
* it ſhould be but one Word ο * indeed a render 


„ tlie Chap: vn. vlt. og bar am 
2 24 V xe p 


* 
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l&' thizath, leroflfi, wie 9 Hip 
12 dhe ke ſ i. 20 70 WH) 


Viſbaythi dt ch, benoth 65 
2 5 oo od Boi es 7 


v1 beiden Achadeh "wn nNOS e 
thaviru vim — - 000 an 


ma Sehe pa 


eth hahabah vad ſhethexpats.; PD HT be 


Kor dodi binneh zeh ba, 70 N u N 


Tedalley 41. heharim, om y Sy 
| ritkapets Pal hagbayoth. EF dpd 
. Jmeh' doch lib. Jr) I am 
0. leyoper badim, t Dο⏑N D de 
urch Zeh ar cathlenu, 7 5 5 N TW IN 
mäſbgix min haxälnotb, Df warn 
weiſits min Häxärcim. ein tj 7 
Janah dodi, Fatllar li, N 8) 7 My 
kiimi Jac, rayithi, * 5 
Jepathi uleci hc.” * 80 1 2D 
Ti hinneh haſthay | pabat, | * 5 MMP 


dugechem xalap, helac lo 250 F h ονν 
"henitsniln hi nird . Pa un. 


Line As we kave not any hu U of duch a 1 
the Trachaic Trimeter BrachycataleQiic, in the Canticles, I ſhould be 
for leaving our. TOW. It is certain, that the Senſe is 5 271 

8 % it, aid that the LXX have omitted it, > Þ 


| New Teſtament is alga in the ſame _— — and ſo does not always 

ify to anfaver, as implying ſomebody's having ſpoke before. If 

fo; this will let us into the true Meaning of f in the 

Goſpels, where we read, Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid, ye are not 
_ that any one had ſpoke to and or * him any Queſtions.— 


ry 


ACCORDING TO THEMETRE. 
Yeth hazamis higiy, piety on cop | 
vekal Bath HEA bartsẽnu. : Mutz "6 het 
katheriah xanw'pigeah, 86 rp en Aug 
vehagpanim famdar nathmũ rix: TM ro omann 


kum lei, rapithi,” 2 3 
Japathi, viecr lac. 0 111 rn d 
jonathi dexagve hasélay, . r num run 
beſether ha oj : 1h r wo 
Härini eth mitec, . 

haſhmipeni eth kolec, 4 ben 


& Kolec yareb, umric naveh. men Y 


e*u land ſbupalin, 95 ' Sp Werne 
ſhüvalim ketinim, BW * 
mexablim cerãmim, Du 
uceramenu ſamdar. 1218990 e 
46di li, vani lo, D n O een 
haroyeh baſhuſhannim. 100 — 
vad ſhejapuꝝ hajom, Deyn mov wp 
venaſu haätſelalim,  B>xnwn. 
ſob, demeh léca, dodi, n u p 
litsbi, o leyoper | . we 5 
häclim val bars bathar : oy Fun —_— d D 
val miſhcabi belelotnm e 12005 


bikaſhrhi JG pa napſhi, Wi) NNXY De Fg 


2 10. . the LXX's rendering 2 o £7 0 Kol- 
aupeler, it is more than probable, that inſtead of NNA they read 
, with anly the ſlight Tranſpoſition of a- fingle Letter. Sunt 
qui malunt zvxxwpelur;. quæ leftio fi potior eſſet, dicerem illos in 
Hebrzo legiſſe montes, NY, ſeu corone ; quo modo vocari poterant 
montes, quibus Jeruſalem tanquam coronã cincta erat. Bochare, as. 


quoted in Pole's Synopũs. 
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hatobebim bagir, 114 
eth-ſhahabah-napſhi raithem?: ry. w. D DονοÜi De 


o beeloth haſhadeh, n FM2R2 N 
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taſhukim, Ubarzoboth, 110 bm" pA 
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bika(hhi ;veld- matfathiv. 0 prev sn NWpPA 
maxſaumi haſhomrim, 2 Med 
v3 nnn 


cimyat ſheyabarthimahem, yad Y DND'NNQYP DYAD 
ſhemtſathi ẽth ſhahabah nipſhi : Y D MRNKY D NNYDW 
2xazthiv. yel6 arpenu. Ude X21 
vad ſhehabithiy el beth immi, 198 Iva he v - 
veel vedér horati. 120 tern TION 
hiſhbaythi éEthcem, benoth D PINK Irwarn 
jeruſhalam, bitsbaoth, Tera Sv 


im thaviru, vim theyorru 124 h ye 
eth hahabah vad ſhetheypats. d TP MANNTTNN 
mi zoth volah min hamidbar, "5757776 ny nxt 11 


Cekthimaroth yaſhan, — 7 z- 


mẽketoreth mor ulbonah, a Y Mp2 
miccol abkath rocal? 129 10 ryan 935 
hinneh mittätho ſheliſhlomoh, Pers wh wor mn 
ſhiſhim gibborim fabib lah M7 220 Dro aw 


megibbori iſhracl. tl 225 
cullam azlze xereb ame 
| m&lumde milxaämaß J 55 


iſh varbo yäl jereco, 135 = vn r 
mippaxad beliloth. mn OY "129 
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meyatss balb{non. OOTY 4 2 
vamudev yaſhah ceſep, 4 505 Toy: vmNop 
rapidatho zahab, u eee 
mètcabo argaman, _ 2 
thoco ratsüp ahabah Pan n un 
mibnoth jeruſhalam. torr n 
tſeenah, uremah, 145, Ten cen 
benoth tſion bammelec Pen N 2 
ſhelomoh bazatarah, Ir _ 
ſheyitrah lo immo x 

bejom- xathunatho, mann va 
ubjom. ſhimath libbo. 1 50 195 Type Suni 
hinnac japäh rayithi, | 11 Ia Pn 


hinnac japah, venaec jonim DW. PIP; Io Jan 
mibayad letfamathee : JD Tyan 


ſhayrec ceyeder hayizim, Op T3 Twew 
ſhegalſhu méhar gilyad. 155 91 Nn Wh 


Line 137. As, I think, the Context requires, that N ſhould 
be tranſlated à Bed, the LXX ſeem rather to have given us the He- 
brew Word, by writing for it op, than to have endeavour'd to 
expreſs its Meaning. For tho' Pogue may ſignify lectus geffatorius, 
yet the Senſe of the Place ſhews this could not have been one of that 
Sort. The Vulgate ( Fercu/um) ſeems to be in Imitation of the 
Greek. 

Line 1 53 As the LXX have render'd D D e rh; 
evi; os, and"all the other Verſions, but the Vulgate, have fol - 
low'd their Example, without any Regard to the Context, it would 
induce one to think, they read 980. Grotius indeed ſays, vi- 


dentur legiſſe LXX & hic & b. infra JOY. And indeed his, 


Conjecture would bid faireſt for the Truth (as the Miſtake of a Y for 
a I is more natural than a J) if the Word occurred in a Senſe Cor- 
reſpondent to that the LXX have given us. 
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ſhenalu min haraytfab, IT Pyr 

{| M{h&cullimmathimoth, - ed SL 
1 veſhaculläh en bahem. : pe ore 

|  'c6xuthiſhai ſhipthothec, 160 Irmer n om 

umidbaree näveh, | Mx Tr 

cepelay; hatmon rakathec, Pp nan 'mbab 

mibavad letſamathec. FISH :* way 

cemigdal david tfuarec Tv A 571455 

banui lethalpioth; 165 r 1 

dep hamgen thalui yalaiv, vy n J * 

col (hilt; hägibborim. 10 vp 55 

|| Cherie ſhadkcc ciſhne e % ww 

| Yoprimthome tsibjaah, pr den ry 


haroyim' baſhuſhannim. 170 : xm ef 
vad ſhejapuy hajom, + D Y 8 
venaſu hatslälim, 

e bat aer, der He 0 12 


e gibyath hulbonah. =: 9 wor- 


cullac japäh rayithi, 175 n Ph 
uͤmaum ain bac. hh pe i 
ithi milbanon calah, 92 a DN 
ithi milban6n thaboi, "Nan 12270 NN 


thaſhuri”mer6ſh amanah, re e "mn 
meroſh ſhenir veyermon 390 N VI VR 
mimvonoth arioth, 53 r] MYD2 
meEharrs nemerim. 2 IT 
Ubabthinl ayothi, ch., -e t ad 
libabthini baxad meyine = PYYD INRA 12ND) | 
bazad yanak mitſuronec, 1 8 5 : Tn pap INK 
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japy. dodic axothi, e N 


calah, 180 dodec mijain, o P1089: 5 
veri aps mice beſhmim. : Me ID Nh ITN 


ndpeth thito eee me dο NN 
N ve; 


ecalab 190 
a de ver, 
ſhalmothec cfrix lebnon. 58 all 
gan nayul, 1 cala, 9 "Wu 


nayul, mavin xathum. : yo — 
axe pardes rimmonim, 195 D'IW2) DTD — 


zim pere 1 megädim, PTD »Þ oy 
ceparim vim neradim. DTT 5 
nered, vecarcom, kanah, cp BID TH 
vekinmon, vim col yatſe, u- By Map 


lebonah, mor, vahaloth, 200 Le . mn» 
vim col roſhe beſhmim. : ꝰνο WRT OY 
mayin ganim bor maim xaijim, DYNDP WI DNS 
venozlim min lebanon. 1 M3570 cn 

uboi theman, jon 8121 Tag OW 
Jap ganni, jizlu beſhmev: 205 Yaw2 P1921 Tran 
Jjabo dodi leganno, | vid M RI 


'vejocal peri megdev. : Yao 8 5x1 
bathi leganni, axothi, rue 1 "Neb 
calah arithi mori mW TR My 
vim beſhms, acalthi 210 528 Deo 
Nvari vim dibſhi, Y TW 


Thathichi Mini vim xalabi 3 mray 5 0 Tyre 11 


Line 194; TheLXX, Vulgate, and all the other Verſions for hn 
n read. 11 ;. and as the Repetition of the Word adds greatly 
| tathe Beauty of the Paſſage, that may have been the original Reat- 
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| Ich ej, ches. v 7 N 
en len. 0 wh 
ani jochha, velibbi ver, 215 Wy 2351 nw dt 


Kl dodi doptk, pitbyi li, nne 
axothi, fp ny jonathi, © bd 5 . 


'thamathi, ſheroſhi nimla tal, [Olly res WR INN 
kutfothi resis. lb. 20 hh PD) ν 
paſbatthi eth cuthnathi, 220 rue ⁰⏑πο 
cacah Elbaſhenah ? ?) Tn mIIK 
"rhyatsti eth raglai, © Sr nn 
nh atinpern 2 2 De MIR 
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umerai hämu yaliv. 22 1 EY vant "21 
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vejadal : natpũ 1 Fi DON 


veetsbeyothi mor, 5 re 
vöõber yatcapsth hamanyul. vigil MBS oO» Dy 
pathaythi ani ledodi, 230 WH de H 


vedodi xamak, vabar; NE y pan An 
| 'nipſhi jatſeah bedabro rn en ; WD) 
bikaſhcbiv, vel6 matſathiv, VMR NH) Y vyn epa 
'karathiv velo yanani. - SR Ne YIRTP 
mätſuni haſhomrim, 235 deen e 
Bhaaſodebim bayir, 2 200 
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I naſbu eth redidi. © r W. 22 


mezalai ſhomre hayomoth. : Therm may by 
hisbaythi ethcem banoth 240 FMI-D2INRTWAPT 
keruſhalam, im thimtſu WYDITOR Sov 
ch, dodi mah thagidu lo W Wurd me 
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ſh&yolath ahabah ani. 2138 nan. | 
mah F doder-inid6d hajapah mon ms TIT 
banaſhim mah d6dec midod, 24 5 MET 1 den 


ſhecacah hisbaythani, z wn may 
dedi tlay vchdom, Dru r ry 
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ſbecullam mathimoth, 290 Io "RMD 22 
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ſhubi, ſhubi, haſhulmith, rome 19176 21> 


ſk6bi, thobi;”venegzch bac; qa=rimn 9 218 
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ſhorrec .agan haſahar, 300 07 Tax Tr 
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vedalath roſhee cargaman: june. Jo&x\ rom 
melec asur batrxatin. : oma MOR PH 
mah japith, ümah nayamth, Wyr ]] n ive mo 
ahabah, batbyanugim! 335 ya manN 
zoth komathec damthah lethimar, HO MNDT NDP Det 


veſhadaic leſheolo tb. 1 Io en 
 amarthi eyleh bethamar, ru yt e 
axzeh beſanſini; v wab3ba mag 
vejeju na ſhadaec 340 J mvmM 
cEſhooloth- hagepen, dm baud 
verix apec cathpuyim. . : Hero p MM) 
vexiccec cejain hato, In 9 Mn 


holec led6di lemeſharim, Ew D Jon 
dobeb ſhipthe jeſhenim. 345 1D 'NDYv 2217 


ani led6di- vedodi li * C T pH gl 
veyalai theſhukatho. : \NpPwWnN vp) 
lecah dodi netſeh haſhädeh, Hen x23 19. 795 


nalinah bacceparim. : S253 mo, 
naſhcimah lacceramim, 3 50 - E199 me) 


| Line 343, &c. From the LXX's rendering the latter Part of this 

Period wart; xeinios py xa wow, it is eaſy to obſerve, they 
muſt have read EY) WW ANI—AAN (from AA), mul- 
tum, copioſum eſſe) may very well correſpond to izar2per;. Tho! it 
muſt not be conceal'd, that Grotius is of Opinion, they read NAY, 
and, to ſupport this Remark of his, he adds, that JA is render'd 
by war, 1 Sam. xx. 11. | - 

Line 346. As this Thought occurs twice before, and in the laſt 
Place in the very Form it does here, % "NN "M1 , I think 
we may, without the leaſt Scruple, recall 0 JN, and affix it to 
this © lace, even tho' we have not the Authority of any of the Ver- 
fions for this Alteration. | | 
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ee eee 1227 ABORT - | 


pithay hafſemadar, TDN H 
hanetſu harmenim ; g- tin Bm, 1 
ſham ethen Eth dodi lac. : nM ne ©Y 


hadudaim nathnu rix, 355 run erm 
veyal pathxenu col megdim, Y Wr 
vadaſhim, gam jeſhanim, PwD Mmmm 


dodi tſapänthi leca. P m MT 
mi jethencä ceax li, „me Pr 5 
jonek_ſhadas immi, 360 de WW p 
emtſaaca baxuts, 


- 2 D erde 
eſhakca, gam 16 jibzu li. 20 1 pete 


enhagca, abieca PIR Jude 
el beth immi, thélamdeni, n de IR 


aſhkeca mijain harekay 30 5 MW mv Tux 


meyaſis rimmoni. 2 dodyd 
ſhemolo' thayath roſhi, WN rn Ver- 
vimino thixabkeni. PA Wan 
hisbaythi ethcem, banoth mn DD warn 
jeruſhalam, bitsbaoth, 370 * * puppy 
obeelbth haſhadeb, * * * Mn * 


mah thayitu, umah thayorru Yona) Ny 


eth hahabah, yad ſhetheypats. 1PS$NNW"I MMINIRATTNR 
mi zoth yoleh min hamidbar, 93757 ny Mets 


Line 370, &c. As the Metre is in this Place undoubtedly diſturb'd, 

it is happy, that we have had this Paſſage twice before, and ſo may 
reſtore it without any Heſitation. Tho' indeed we have, beſides, the 

Authority of the LXX, (according to the Alexandrian Copy) and of 

the Arabic Verſion, for the Liberty that is here taken. 
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mithrapek#th val dodab ? 375 NY pον 
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maim rabbim lo juclu 385 _ x5 521) Bj 
lecaboth &th hahabah, meme M2295 
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ani omah veſhadai I MAIN "28 
camigdaloth, az haijithi WT 8 991355 
beyenaiv cemotſeth ſhalom. 400: U Deng VIVI 
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POETICAL VERSION 


OF THE 


SONG of SOLOMON. 


PRINCESS. 


ASTE, haſte thy Love with balmy Kiſſes 
bleſs : 


Ecſtatic Joy! Thy Coral Lips Pl preſs ; 

Cloſe in my eager Arms, while thus embrac'd, 
Thy Love than Wine is ſweeter to the Taſte. 
Breathing ſoft Odors on the Wings of Fame, 5 
Like Nard diffus'd, expands thy much-lov'd Name. 


Charm'd with the ſweet Perfume, each bluſhing 


Maid 
Unconſcious is to Love, and thee betray'd. 
Yes! draw me, take me, ſnatch me to thy Arms, 
| bleſshy Sweetncls, and adore thy Charms. - 10 
See to his happy Roof, ye Nymphs, I'm brought, 
Ye Virgins, fee the Scene I wiſh'd, I ſought. 
Dear Prince, thy Charms will all my Thoughts em- 
| ploy, 
Thou all my Happineſs, and all my Joy. 


„ — manage 
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If e' er I prove; but I can never prove 13 
Forgetful of thy Tenderneſs and Love; 

No! ſooner from my grateful Mind I'll blot 
The luſcious Grape, its Sweetneſs all forgot. 

For thee the Upright love, the Good efteem ; 
Of all the Virtuous Thou the raptur'd Theme! 20 

The Royal Curtains caſt a ſable Shade, 

And Kedar's Tents of jetty Black are made; 
Yet fable Curtains ſtrike th' aſtoniſh'd Eye, 
And Kedar's Tents with fairer Forms may vie. 
So black am I, yet comely to behold, 25 
And kindly form'd in Nature's faireſt Mold. 
Ah! let not then my Prince with ſcornful Gaze 
Survey the ſullied Beauties of my Face. 

My Siſters ſaw my Charms ſuperior ſhine, 

And, envious, made me Keeper of the Vine; 30 
Their Vineyards, I, thro* many a ſultry Day, 
Have watch'd, expos'd to every ſcorching Ray; 
Fool that I was, to waſte my blooming Prime, 
And leave my own unguarded all the Time. 

Joy of my Soul! Thou gentle Shepherd, ſay, 35 
Where o'er the graſſy Fields thy Lambkins ftray ; 
Or ſay to what ſequeſter'd Shade they run 

o ſhelter from the Noon-day piercing Sun: 

&t thy Companions, as I blindly rove, 
Suſpect my virtuous Flame for guilty Love. 40 


Line 39. This, in our Bible. Tranſlation is, Left I be as one that 
turneth aſide by the Flocks of thy Companions. at the Margin of 
our Bible very juſtly obſerves, that the Original (OP Y ) means 
as one that is veiled;, and as we find in Gen. xx viii, 14, 15. that 
Tamar was taken by Judah for a Harlot, becauſe be was covcred 
with a Veil: The Senſe I have given to the Place ſeemsto bs 
juſt.— Ne pro welata habear apud ſociorum tuorum greges 
1. e. meretrice, nam meretrices ve!antur, Caflal. 


EE SOLOMON. 


347 
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8 O 1. 0 M 0 N. | 
Know'ſt thou not, faireſt of the Virgio Train; 


Then ſeek the Path, that o'er the verdant Plain 
The Flocks have made, and trace it thro' the Mead, 


Till by the Shepherds Tents thy Lambkins feed. 
The prancing Steeds, (if ought one may compare 

With one ſo lov'd as thee, or one ſo fair) 41 

The prancing Steeds that Pharaoh's Chariot guide, 

May boaſt'of ſomething that is like my Bride. 

Thy comely Cheeks the brillant Jewels deck, 

And coſtly Chains of Gold adorn thy Neck. 50 

Borders of radiant Gold for thee I'll twine, 

And Silver Studs thro' ev'ry Part ſhall ſhine. 


PRINCESS, 
When at the Banquet fits my Royal Spouſe, 

Round and around my coſtly Spikenard flows. 
As fragrant Myrrhe, whoſe balmy Odors greet 55 
The Senſe with Rapture, ſo my Love is ſweet. 
Thro? the long Night I'll claſp him to my Breaſt, 
And ſooth, with gentle Care, his Soul to Reſt. 
What tho* Engeddi's fertile Vineyards yield 
The ſtately Cypreſs, branching o'er the Field, 60 
In vain they ſpread, for if my Love be here, 
Engeddi's Cyprels is no longer dear. 


SOLOMON. 
O thou art fair, my Love, compleatly fair! 
And with the Dove's thy Eyes may well compare, 
2 PRINCESS. | 
And thou art fair, and faſhion'd to beguile, 65 
Bleſt in thy Lips with one continued Smile ! | 
A Ped 
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A Bed of Green, induſtrious I'll prepare, 

A Bed of Green! to eaſe 1 

Our Palace - Beams of poliſh'd Cedar ſnine, 
Wr the Rafters gave the lofty Pine. 50 


SOLOMON. 

The Roſe that blooms in Sharon's flow'ry Meads, 
The Lily I, that o'er the Valley ſpreads. 
As midſt the Thorns the lovely Lily grows, 

So amidſt Zion s Nymphs my Fair aroſe. 


PRINC E 8 8. 

As ſhines the Apple midſt his Fellow- Trees, 75 
So ' midſt the Sons my Love was form'd to pleaſe, 
Beneath his Shade I ſat with eager Joy, 

And found his Fruit, but-too well form'd to cloy. 
To the gay Seat of Mirth he Jocund lead, 

And plac'd his Love a Banner o'er my Head. 80 
Fainting I ſunk, the heart-reviving Bowl 

Anxious he brought, and rais'd my drooping Soul, 
I rag'd, I burn'd, he ſought the cooling Stream, 
The ſtreaky Apple yields, and quench'd the Flame. 
And all the while his Left dear Arm he plac'd 8; 
Beneath my Head, and with his Right embrac'd. 

| Soft! I adjure you by the Fawns that rove, 

Soft! by the Hinds that wanton thro' the Grove; 
When in the Arms of Sleep, ye Nymphs, he lies, 
Soft! left you wake the Slumbers from his Eyes. o 

Hark! thro' the Breeze what gentle Accents move! 
Sure *tis the Voice, I hear, of him I love! | 
He comes! he comes! ſee o'er the Hills he bounds, 
And ſporting ſkips adown the lower Mounds ! 

The Hart is fearful, and the tim*rous Fawn 95 
Flies from the Sight of Man along the Lawn; 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 9g 

So my coy Love, by modeſt Fear betray'd, 

Or thro? the Lattice peeps, or ſeeks the Shade. 
Hark! *tis my Love's ſoft Voice! he ſeems to ſay, 

Ariſe, my Love, my Fair One, come away. 190 

The dreary Scene of hoary Winter's done, 

And all its chilly Damps and Horrors gone; 

With blooming Flow'rs o'erſpread the Meads are gay, 

And tuneful Songſters perch on ev'ry Spray: 

All! all is Spring ! and thro? the ſmiling Vale 105 


I The cooing Turtle tells her labour'd Tale; 


All! all is Spring! the budding Figs appear 

To bleſs with luſcious Sweet the coming Year ; 
All! all is Spring! along the Standards twine, 
And breathe Perfume the Tendrils of the Vine. 110 
Ariſe, my Fair! my Love, with anxious Haſte, 
Ariſe the welcome Joys of Spring to taſte. 


SOLOMON. 

Sure, ſure my Dove, ſome Cliff ſecretes thy 3 
Some envious Rock withholds thee from my Arms. 
Shew me thy Face, and bleſs me with the Sight; 115 
Speak, and thy Voice will add to the Delight; 

For oh! thy Face is form'd compleatly fair, 

And ſweet thy Voice, as Muſic, ſtrikes the Ear. 
Prepare, ye Artiſts, ſkill'd in ſoft Deceit, 

And deep from Sight conceal the wily Bait; 120 

The Time the Tendrils ſhoot is hardly paſt, 

And yet the Foxes 1 our Vineyards waſte. 
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PRINCESS. — 


My Love and I in mutual Chains ee 
And there he feeds where Lilies paint the Ground. 

Until the Morning leave her ſable Bed, 123 
And the dark Shades of gloomy Night are fled, 
Turn, my Beloy'd, and give thy Heart to know, 
Joy, as the Fawns on Bether*s lofty Brow. — 

- Thro the long Night, with Love's ſoft Cares op- 


preſt, 
For him I ſigh'd, who rob'd my Soul of Reſt; I 30 


Thro' the long Night I ſigh'd, but ſigh'd in vain; 

For abſent was the Cauſe of all my Pain. 

By reſtleſs Paſſion led, with haſty Feet 

I roſe, and ruſh'd impatient thro? the Street, 

Sought thro'each Paththe Shepherd usꝰd to ſtray; 135 

But all in vain — my Love was far away. 

While anxious thus I ſought my Soul's Delight, 

Heedleſs I met the Watchmen of the Night; 

„ Saw-ye the Youth, in ſearch of whom I rove, 

« Saw ye, my Friends, Icried, the Youth I love?” 140 

Scarce had I paſs'd the Guard of Watchmen by, 

When the dear Youth I found for whom I ſigh ; 

I found him, and my Tranſport to impart, 

I drew, I held, I claſp'd him to my Heart: 

Nor did I looſe him from my eager Arms, 145 

Until my Mother's Houſe conceal'd his Charms. 
Soft ! I adjure you by the Fawns that rove, 

Soft! by the Hinds that wanton thro? the Grove 

When in the Arms of Sleep, ye Nymphs, he lies, 

Coft! leſt you wake the Slumbers from his Eyes. 150 


- CHORUS 


c CHORUS OF VIRGINS. 
Who! who is this that from the Deſart comes, 


Fanning the gentle Air with ſoft Perfume 


Sweet, as the balmy Clouds of Smoke, that riſe, * 
And waft the 4 Incenſe to the Skies? 


PRINCESS. 


See chews the Bed that lulls him to Repoſe, 155 | 


A Band of [raePs valiant Sons incloſe; 
Each with his Arms, they ſtand prepar'd for Fight, 
And guard from all the Terrors of the Night. 

A Royal Bed the Prince of 1/ae! made; 


The Wood from Lebanon's extended Shade! 160 


The Bottom glorious with reſplendent Gold ! 

Gay Purple Coverings the whole infold ! 

And Zion's Daughters, with peculiar Art, 

Soft Scenes of Love have drawn thro? ev'ry Part. 16 8 
See! ſee your Prince majeſtically great, 

Ye Virgins, ſee him in the Pomp of State 

Behold his radiant Brow the Crown adorn, 

His Mother gave him on the nuptial Morn ! 

Fit Gift a Mother's Fondneſs to diſplay |! .170 

Fit Gift to ſpeak the Tranſ port of the Day: 


The Pillars Silver, wond”rous to behold ! 8 


Line 181, Cc. This in our Bible-Tranſlation is. Who is this 
that cometh out of the Wilderneſs like Pillars of Smoke, perfumed 
with Myrrhe and Frankincenſe ? but may, I think, be render'd 
with much greater Perſpicuity, Like Pillars of Smoke from the 
Incenſe (Y? of Myrrhe and Frankincenſe. Sicut virgulia 
fumi ex 9 Myrrhæ et Thuris. Vulg. 

Line 164. Qyz omnia plumario opere, et Phrygioniaco acu 
pinxerunt Jeroſol ! mitanæ. Jun. & Tremell. 
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SOLOMON. 
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8 O LO MON. 

O thou art fair, my Love, compleatly fair, 
And with the Dove's thy Eyes may well compare 
Thy Ringlets to the Zephyrs wave around, 
As ofer the Rocks the Kids of Gilead bound. 175 
Thy Teeth for Beauty with the Flock may vie, 
Whoſe ſnowy Whiteneſs ſtrikes the raviſh'd Eye, 
When each with Twins, that frolick o'er the Green 
(For not one barren thro? the Flock is ſeen,) 
New-waſh'd, and neatly ſnorn, the gladſome Swain 


Returns them bounding to their Hills again. 181 


As Threads of Scarlet, fo thy Lips appear; 

Thou ſpeak*ſt, and what a Pleaſure *tis to hear; 
View'd with the gentle Bluſh thy Cheeks o'erſpread 
The Pomegranate emits a fainter Red. : 185 


The ſtately Tow'r, a Place of Arms deſign'd, 


My Father rais'd, beſpoke a Royal Mind; 

A thouſand Bucklers grace the Walls around, 

All Shields of mighty Men in War renown'd; 
Yet ſtands thy Neck erect with equal Charms, 190 
And ſhines as fatal as that Place of Arms. 

Thy Breaſts are like the Siſter Fawns, that feed 


Where blooming Lilies paint the ſnowy Mead. 


Until the Morning leave her fable Bed, 
And the dark Shades of gloomy Night are fled, 195 
I'll ſeek the Hills, where Myrrhe A al the 


Ground, 
And where the Groves of Frankincenſe 3 


Line 184. What There render Cheeks, is in our Bible Temples ; 


but the Original ( JP"), a teneritudine) ma at as well ſignify 
the former as the later; and Piſcator ſays, © Videntur hic potius 


* intelligendz Gene, quz et ipſæ teneræ ſunt, Harunwenim 


Graceſul 


* rubor mulierem ornat.' 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 95 
Graceful thy Form, my Love, and fair thy Face, 
And not one Spot the curious Eye can trace. 
Come ſee, my Spouſe, the Glories of my Crown; 209 
From Lebanon's aſpiring Top look down; 
Come from Amana, view the fertile Fields, | 
Or ſee the ProſpeRt lofty. Shenir yields > * 
From Hermon's Brow the large Domains ſurvey, 
From where the Lions Den, or Leopards ſeck their 
„ TOPS) 540 
Vet wide howeꝰ er my Royalty extend, 
This Greatneſs could not from thy Charms defend 3. 
Thoſe killing Eyes ſhot forth ſo bright a Flame, 
A fingle Glance my raviſh'd Soul o'ercame; * . 
One Chain that grac'd thy Neck my Breaſt could 
wound, 210 
And in that Cin my fiaple Heart was bound. 
Yet in thy Love my Breaſt ſuch Raptures Knows, 
Thou all that's dear, my Siſter, and my Spouſe! 
Yes! in thy Love ſuch Tranſport is expreſt, 
TheWine's ſweet Flavour makes not half ſo bleſt; 21 5 
Nor can Arabia's fragrant Spices greet - 
The Senſe like thee, or breathe but half as ſweet, 
Such balmy. Softneſs in thy Lips is plac't, 
Leſs pleaſing proves the Honey to the Taſte. 
Such heav*nly Muſic iſſues. from thy Tongue, 220 
When on each Word enraptur'd I have hung, 
Sweet as the Honey thy dear Voice I found, 
And ſofter than the Milk the filky Sound. 
Perfumes'more fragrant from thy Garments ſpread, 
Than flow on Lebanon's aſpiring Head. 225 
Pure, as a Flood, thou art, from Sight conceal'd, 


A Garden ſafe inclos'd, a Fountain ſeal'd ; 
'C "5 ; 4 Card 


* 
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A Garden ſafe inclosd; and in it ſhoot _ 

The Pomegranates, that yield delicious Fruit, 
Cypreſs, and Spikenard, and the yellow Bloom 2 30 
Of Saffron, Calamus, the gay Perfume © 

Of Cinnamon, with all the fragrant Trees, 

That with ſoft Odors fill the Morning Breeze. 

A Fountain, that on Lebanon aroſe, 

A living Stream, that from the Summit flows, 2 35 
Unmix d, and pure, along the Valley ſtrays, 
And thro? The Garden i in Mzanders _ 


( PRINCESS. 


© Haſte, haſte, thou North, ariſe thou Southern Gale, 
Breathe on my Garden, and its Sweets exhale ; 
Let ev'ry ſpicy Shrub its Odors give, 240 
And thro? the Scene the balmy Fragrance live. 
Then come, my Love, thy Garden's Sweetneſs taſte, 
Eat thy choice Fruits, and bleſs the dear Repaſt. 


SOLOMON. 


"Goal at thy Call I come, my Spouſe, I come, 
And gather from my Garden each Perfume; 245 
The luſcious Honey with the Comb I eat, 

And Milk and Wine enrich the pleaſing Treat. 
Eat, eat, my Friends, the Scene of Pleaſure j join, | 
And quaff the Bowl of n Wine. 


PRINCESS. 


The downy Arms of Sleep my Eyes 8 2 30 
; But my Heart knew not of the Joys of Reſt. _ 
Rouz'd by my Love's ſoft Voice I ſoon awoke, 
When thus complaining the dear nm” ſpoke; 
N . 60 Awake, 


* 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 99 
* Awake, ariſe, thy Doors unfold my Love, 
(Ah, tender Names I) my Siſter, and my Davez 25 5 
« Awake, ariſe, admit thy hapleſs Swain, 
My Locks are chill, and dropping with the Rain.“ 0 
Undreſs'd, 1 cried, *tis late to dreſs again 
Waſh'd are my Feet; their Whiteneſs muſt I ſtain? 
Regardleſs of the ſlight Excuſe I made, 300 
The Bolt he ſeiz'd—the Bolt refus'd its Aid, 
Yet while the Shepherd thus his Love expreſt, 
His anxious Fondneſs touch'd my tender Breaſt. 
I roſe, and to the Door enamour'd flew, 
While from my Fi ingers dropꝰd the fragrant Dew 266 
Of Myrrhe adown the Lock; the Bolt undone, 
The Door unfolds, but ah! my Love was gone! 
My Love was gone! and oh! my Spirits fail! 
I droop ! I faint! to tell the mournful Tale. 
I ought, but could not find the wand' ring Swain, 270 
T call'd him, but alas! I call'd | in vain, 
While anxious thus my Fi ugitive I ſought, 
The Watchmen, loſt to ev'ry gen'rous Thought, 
Me helpleſs ſeiz d; nor could the Tears I ſhed 
Prevail, but bruis'd without my Veil I fled. 275 
Daughters of Zion, if ye chance to find 
The Youth ſo deep implanted in my Mind, 
Tell him what Sorrows can from Love ariſe, 
Tell him of all my Anguiſh and my Sighs. 


CHORUS OF VIRGINS. 


What is the Youth thou ſeek'ſt with fo much 
Care, 280 
Thou dear, thou lovely, thou inchanting Fair! 
Say what peculiar Charms adorn the Swain, 
What more than all the Shepherds of the Plain? 


9 G 2 PRINCESS. 
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PRINCESS: 


* My Love is fair, and yet that Fairneſs ſhows, 
Juſt as the Lily mingled with the Roſe. 285 
Amidſt Ten thouſand lovelieſt to behold! 
His Head appears reſplendent as the Gold. 
| Adown his Neck his Locks in Ringlets twine, 
14 Black, as the Ravens gloſsy Feathers ſnine. 
| His Eyes! fo lovely are his Eyes! they ſeem __ - 
Like Dove's, that ſport beſide a purling Stream; 
= Whoſe Plumage, as it waſh'd in Milk appears, 
1 And whoſe full Orbs roll beauteous in their Spheres. 
His ruddy Cheeks, as Beds of Spices, glow, 
And ſcented as the faireſt Flow'rs that blow. . 295 
Sweet, as the fragrant Lilies of the Field, Foe 
His Lips, and ſweetly ſmelling Myrrhe they yield. 
His Hands are grac'd with Rings of Chryſolite, 
His Breaſt with Ivory, and Sapphires bright; 299 
His Legs ſuch Charms, and ſuch Proportion 0 
As Marble Pillars, with a golden Baſe. 
As Lebanon he lifts his lofty head, 
All fair e * as the Cedars ſpread. 


Line 299. This in our Engliſ Bible is, His Belly i is as bright 
Ivory, &c. But Piſcator very judiciouſly obſerves, Non pro- 
babile eſt in deſcriptione Pulchritudinis mentionem fieri mem- 
* brialicujus interni, quod oculos latet: quum chritudo æſti- 
<* metur ſenſu oculorum.”” And accordingly — is of — of 
nion, that we are to underſtand here ornamentum ali 
The original Word is PY, his Bowels, that «4 mn, our iſ. 
worth, his Breaſt, and Belly; for in them the Bowels are con- 
tain'd, as the Heart, Liver, &'c.—If the former of theſe Obſer- 

. vations are juſt, they will direct us to the true Senſe of ſome 
other Paſſages of the - ſame kind; ſuch as, The Foiuts of we, 
Thighs are like Fewels — Thy Navel i is like a round Goblet — 

Thy * is like a Heap of Wheat, 


"Hig 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON, tor 
His Breath ! what balmy Sweets his Breath imparts! ' 
And all the Swain is form'd to conquer "= 


Hearts. 
Such is the Youth, ye Nymphs, for whom I fg, 
Such is the Youth, for whom | pant, I die. 


CHORUS OF VIRGINS. 


Say where, ah where has thy beloved ſtray'd, 
Thou dear, thou lovely, thou inchanting Maid ! 
Say to what Shade the Sepherds wont to rove, 310 

We'll ſeek him thro? each Valley, and each Grove. 


PRINCESS. 


The Garden's bow'ry Shade my Love ſecretes ; 
Where at each Gale the Spices breathe their Sweets, 
He culls the Fruits that o'er the Vale expand, | 
Or gathers Lilies with his Snow-white Hand. . 315 

I and my Love in mutual Chains are bound, | 
And there he feeds, where Lilies paint the Ground. 


SOLOMON, 

With every Beauty grac'd is Tirzab ſeen, 
And fair as graceful Tirzab blooms my Queen; 
Comely, as Zion, does her Charms diſplay, 320 
And dreadful as an Army in Array. 
Turn, turn away thoſe killing Eyes of thine, 
I droop, I faint; with Rays too fierce they ſhine. 
Thy Ringlets to the Zephyrs wave around, 
As o'er the Rocks the Kids of Gilead bound. 325 
Thy Teeth for Beauty with the Flock may vie, 
Whoſe ſnowy Whiteneſs ſtrikes the raviſn'd Eye, 
When each with Twins, that frolick o'er the Green, 
(For not one barren thro' the Flock is ſeen,) 
G 3 New- 
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New-waſh'd, and neatly ſhorn, the gladſome Swain, 

Returns them bounding to their Hills again. 331 

View'd with the gentle Bluſh thy Cheeks o'erſ] pread 

The Pomegranate emits a fainter Red. 

Tho? Threeſcore Queens try ev'ry ſofter Art, 

And Fourſcore Concubines to win my Heart, 3 3 5 

Tho? Virgins numberleſs await my Call, 

My Dove's but one, yet priz'd above them all. 

My Dove's but one! her Mother's raptur'd Care; 

Nor ſhines ſhe leſs the Fav'rite of the Fair. 

When Zion's Daughters ſaw their lovely Queen, 340 

They bleſt in Ecſtacy her matchleſs Mien; 

The Queens and Concubines their Envy loſt, 

And all contended which ſhould praiſe her moſt. 

Who! who is this, that like the Morning ſeems, 

Fair as the Moon with milder Luſtre beams, 345 

Bright as the Sun in all the Glare of Day, 

And dreadful as an Army in Array ? 

Led by a fond Deſire, I rov'd to ſee 

How the fair Fruitage blooms on ev'ry Tree, 

Whether the Tendrils of the Vine appear, 350 

And if the budding Pomegranates will bear. 

But Abſence caus'd ſuch Anguiſh in my Mind, 

I languiſh'd for the Charms I left behind; 

And ſwift return'd upon the Wings of Love ; 

Nor o'er the Mead ſo ſwift the _ Chariots 
move. 355 

Dear Shulamite, return to my fond Arms; 

And let me gaze enamour'd on thy Charms. 

Yet, what peculiar Beauty can ſhe boaſt ? 

Ah! Charms, as fatal as a banner'd Hoſt. 


« ; 
| " * 
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. How fair thy Feet the brillant Shoes adorn! 360 
Thou *midſt the Daughters of a Monarch born! 
The ſplendid Veſts thy Thighs incloſe appear 
Like Gems well poliſh'd br an Artiſt's Care. 

The coſtly Robes ſpread o'er thy Navel ſhine 

Like the round Goblet full of ſparkling Wine. 365 
As Wheat beſet with Lilies, ſo the Veſt | 
All graceful ſhows, that decks thy lovely Breaſt, 
Thy Breaſts are like the Siſter-Fawns, that feed 
Where blooming Lilies paint the ſnowy Mead. 

Thy Neck, ſo bright! and ſo ere&t! may vie 
With a fair Tow'r of burniſh'd Ivory. 

Pure and tranſparent Heſbbon's Waters ſeem ; 

Yet bright thine Eyes, as Heſbbon's cryſtal Stream. 
The Tow'r of Lebanon, by Artiſts rais'd, 

For juſt Proportion is for ever prais'd ; "| $95 
Yet with as juſt Proportion ſhines thy Face, 

With equal Beauty, and with equal Grace. 

Like Carmel Tow'rs thy lofty Head in Air 

As gloſſy Purple ſhines thy flowing Hair. 
Whene'er thy Beauty dawns upon the Sight, 380 
Thy Prince is fix'd to gaze with fond Delight. 

For thou art fair, and in thy Perſon meet, 

All that is lovely, that is good, or ſweet. 

Thy Stature by the Palm- Tree is expreſt, 

And by the Cluſters of the Vine thy Breaſt. 385 
I faid, I'd climb the Palm's aſpiring Shade, 

And cull the Fruits that flouriſh on his Head ; 
But ah! thy Breaſts the cluſter'd Grapes excel], 
Thy Breath the fragrant Apple's pleaſing Smell. | 
Thou ſpeak'ſt, and in thy heav 'nlyVoice combine 390 


Sack * and er like the gen'rous Wine, 
Thou 


1 
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Thou quaff*ſt, it gives ſoft Scenes of Tranſport-Birth, 
And wakes the drowzy Soul to Joy and Mirth. 


PRINCESS. 


1 Love in mutual Chains are bound; 
Twas J alone the princely Swain could wound. 395 
Come then, my Love, thro the gay Fields we'll 

-__rove, | 
Or fit delighted in the Cypreſs Grove. ö 
Come, come, my Love, and &er the Morning dawns, 
We'll paſs along the Dew - beſpangled Lawns, 

See if the Tendrils of the Vine appear, 408 
And if the budding Pomegranates will bear. 
There, there I'll ev'ry tender Thought impart, 
And ſhow how dear I hold thee to my Heart. 

A pleaſing ſmell the Mandrakes give around, 
And Fruits delightful at our Gates abound ; 405 
Delightful Fruits from ev'ry blooming Tree, 

And all this Choice, my Love, is ſtor'd for thee. 

O that a Brother's dear and tender Tie 
Thy Love conceal'd from ev'ry prying Eye; 

Then would I claſp thee by that gentle Name, 410 
Nor rigid Cenſors would my Fondneſs blame; 
Then if I met thee wand'ring far from Home, 
With Joy I'd lead thee to my Mother's dome; 
And ſhe ſhould teach me ev'ry ſofter Art 

To win thy Love, and to ſecure thy Heart. 415 
The fragrant Wine my Fondneſs would produce, 
Mix'd with the Pomegranates delicious Juice; 
And all the while thy Left dear Arm thowd'ſt place 
Beneath my Head, and with thy Right embrace. 
Soft! I adjure you by the Fawns-that rove, 420 

Soft! by the Hinds that wanton thro" the Grove; 
3 When 


THE SONG OF SOLOMON. 165 
When in the Arms of Sleep, ye Nymphs, he lies, 
Soft! r EO his _ 


"CHORUS OF. VIRGINS. 


Who from the Deſart thus dif plays her Charms, 
Leaning thus fondly in her . Arms? 425 


PRLNC ESS. 


Beneath the fragrant Apple's pleaſant Shade, 

With gentle Sleep oppreſt, I found thee laid,” 
I wak'd thee thence, and raisꝰd thee from the Earth, 
There, where thy Mother gave thy Beauty Birth. 
Ah! fix me then, and ſeal me to thy Heart, 439 

Never, no never from thy Breaſt to part: 
For Love and Death alike the World enſlave, 
And Jealouſy is cruel as the Grave: 
If e*er its Sparks are kindled by Deſire, 
It grows an unextinguiſhable Fire. 433 
For Love's a Flame no Torrents can afſwage, 
Nor Ocean's ſelf abate its mighty Rage. 


Yet if the Wealthy would their Gold beſtow, 
Wiſhing . ee know, 
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"gp noble Scorn the World their Bribe would hold; 


For Love's too precious to be bought with Gold. 441 


A little Siſter, from my Mother” 8 Bed, 
I boaſt, as yet, alas! unfit to wed ; 
How, ſhall her fond Admirers be denied, 


| When urgent they demand her for a Bride? 445 


SOLOMON. | 
If, as a Wall, to no Aſſaults ſhe yield, 
A 1 Palace on the Wall we'll build; 
Or if, leſs fortified, ſhe prove a Door, 
Strong E Boards Comer ſhall the Fair ſecure, 


* 
— 


PRINCESS. 


A Wall am I, and my fair Breaſts ariſe 430 
Like Tow'rs, that lift their Summits to the Skies. 


Hence in thy Sight thy Princeſs: Favour found, 


Hence came the Charms that could a Monarch 
wound. 
King Solomon, where Baal-Hamon ſhows 
Its low'ry Vale, to plant a Vineyard choſe. 435 
He gave his Vineyard to the Dreſſers Care; 
Each brought a thouſand Shekels for his Share. 


My Vines ſhall flquriſh by mine own ſweet Toil ; 

I'll ſee them dreſs and cultivate the Soil ; 

A thouſand Shekels to my Prince I'Il give, 460 
Two hundred ſhall the Labourers receive. | 


 $OLOMON. 
While thus thou ſpeak'ſt, dear Maid, who tak" 
Delight 
To rove, where flow'ry Gardens charm the Sight, 
ns 
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= a or SOLOMON. 10 
Pleas d with thy voice, the Virgios fit around 
Still ſpeak, and bleſs me with the Silver Sound. 465 | 


PRINCESS. N 


Haſte, haſte, my Love, and give 15 Heart to 
know 


Joy, as the Fawns, where dene Spices blow. 


THEENT. 
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F. 76. 1. 2 for prove read diſprove. | 588 4 
| Ibid. I. 27. after Nay, add tho“. "WS 
Pi 7. 21. for agreed read argued. 


| 
| 1þ.m Nate. Li fr cliorewtelt 
ei 


21. For Bridgroom read Bridegrom . 
5 38. : 13. "_ think add it. x | 
48. . 1.14. for Encouragements read Encouragement. 
Ib. I. 30. for the full Stop after found put — | 
| of 54 I. penult. for Zanewwy read Lanupmu), 
Ib. for wipraryon read futf N fern. 
P. 55. 1.12. for Qwea read pn. Age 
Ib. 1. 15 for ero\vans eν,⏑,uM.W 
P. 8 I * * N 9 5 n 
P. 57. I. 3. the Reader will be pleaſed to ſubjoin here, We may 
24d too ldyll II. 1. 133.) a Ag 4d 
P Epos 0'apa xas Amrapais 
Hearn A D, oz; OAvyigulepor cih. ö 
which ſeems to be a Copy of, The Coals thereof are Coali of Fire, 
ewhich hath a moſt vebement Flame. | 
To Note[ 3] p. 64. the Reader is defired to add, In the Poſt- 
ſcript to the Exgliſß Tranſlation of the Author of Telemachas's 
Education of a Daughter there is mention'd Dr. Woodford's Poeti- 
cal Paraphraſe on "the P/a/ms and Canticles. Beſides one 
Mr. Barton is ſaid to have publiſh'd in his own Name, ſubjoin'd 
to his Scripture-Hymns, Mr. Sandys's admirable Paraphraſe on 
the Song of Solomon, A Circumſtance ſ and the only one ) I learned 
from Lauder's Eſſay on Milton, 
P. 65. 1. 1. for laſt read leaſt. 
P. 70. ver. 25. for ceyontaah read ce yoteah. 
Ib. Note 1. 34. for H read H 
P.7r. v. 52. for ceſhuſhennah read ceſhuſhannah, 
P. 72. v. 82. for helac read halac. | 
Ib. v. 83. for henitſnim read hanitſnim. 
P. 73. v. 95. for \STIN read 
74. v. 112. after ND make à Soph, paſuk: 
75. v. 155. put a Soph paſuk } after 03 
77. v. 189. for JJA) read ND) 
v. 203. put a Soph Paſuk } after 122? 
. 205 for beſhmev read beſhmey. 
79. v. 244. for dodet read dodec. 
P. 80. v. 290. for Y NID read MIRA 


The leſs material Errata (but particularly in the Maſoretical 
Reading) the Reader is defir'd to corre, .. i 
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